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_ The Maryland Lcadsmy of Sciences advanced the publi-
cation date of its "Graphic Time Table of ‘the Heavens!
for 1954 in order to.distribute it at the Conventioén, and
also displayed the original draw1ngs from which the -charts
were made.

Among commerclal axhibits were a Spitz planetarium
progector, ‘meteorites from Ward's Natural Science Estab-
“Fishment, astronomical photographs and publications of
SRy Publlshang Corporatlon, and telescopes.and parts by
Harry Ross. Frank Dachille, author of "Target Earth,"
first saw the bound book complete with jacket, when he
opened the box shipped by -air to:the Conveantion. A new
"Bonner Durchmusterung® arrived from the printer in Ger-
many ‘just in time for Herbert Iuft to bring it along.

~~-Dana Law and A. L. Whlte

OCTOBER SKIES

Mercury is an evening star in Cctoder and is at greatest
castern longation on the 23rd. At this time it is 24 degrees
from the sun. YVenus is a morning star seen low'in the east
Jjust before sunrise. Mars is in.Teo c¢ast -of Regulus and is
seen in' the morning sky v for about three hours before sunrisc.
Jupiter rises late in the evening and'is the brlghtest ob-
jeect, until Venus comas fp. Saturn is in cthunctlon ‘on the
23rd and too ‘close to,the sun for easy obseIVatlon.'

The maxlmum date for the Qrionid metesor shower is Octo-
ber 22.- This. shower averages ‘20 meteors per heur. On the
"15th’ &t 11100 pe.m. (ESP) the Milky Way spans the. heavens
from east to west crossing just north of “the zenith and pass-
ing through Aur1ga Pbrseus, Cass1op91a, Oyeznus, and Agquila.

——&. L. White -
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'OCTOBER CALENDAR
Oct. '3’  "IHE UNIVERSE' is the subject of "motion picture
" " night", Commerce Auditorium, ‘8'15 p. M

Oct. U4 "EXPLORING THE SKY," Join‘b progr.:m of NCA and
" Nationmal Capital Parks, Fort Reno Park, 4Oth
&.Chesapesake Streeﬁ ‘Ne Wo,7 t0 9 Ds ma

Oct, 17. DISCUSSION GROUP. 8:00 pe me Commerce Audl-

torium. With Bob erght. ' .
Tuesday and Frlday, 7=10 -ps Mms: Telescope ‘Making Class,
Roosevelt High School, Room.319, 13th and Upshur Sis.,
N. W. Mlss Irene Warthen, Instructor.’’ Pelephone LO
5—1237. Miss Farthen 1s presant on Tuesdays._

"PHE UNIVERSE! ~-Thig Show takes us.to ths world'
greatest observatories so we can look thrOUgh ‘the world's
largest telescopes via .the medium of the motion picture.
The films were arranged and produced by Dr. Ruroy Sibley

‘with the full cogperation of the major American observa-

tories,. THE SUN is an exciting picture showing us the
tremendous explosions that are contimally erupting from
the seething surface of this huge fiery globe. Part of
the film was madé with the coronograph of the Harvard Col-
lege-University of Celorado High Altitude Observatory.

The film THE MOQON provides in effact a survey trip to the
moon, We seem to approach ag close as 100 miles to .the
surface and view. in fascinating detail the rugged terrain.
THE SOLAR SYSTEM gives views of Jupiter and Saturn through
the Hooker and Hale telescopes.and a Lowell Observatory

" telescopie’ close-up tour.of the planets., THE MILKY WAY

is 2 film in which several observatories contribute pho-
tographic delights such as the North American Nebula,
the Pleiades, the Great Nebula in Oridn, the Ring Nebula



.

in Iyra, and the Southern Cross. THE DEPTHS OF SPACE-
EXTERIOR GATAXIES shows the audience what the outermost
stretches of the universe look like through the worldl's
most powerful telescope, the 200-inch Hale telescope of
Mts Palomer Observatorye

' - —-Bepjamin Adelmasn - -

[

THE FOLLOWING have agreed o accept appointment to
condiict special functions during the coming Yyear:

W.ill*iam L. Isherwood

Observing at thﬁ Kl
.- Paul Davig '

“Parllamentarlan
This supplements those listed in the Septem‘ber issue ‘of
STA.R msT,

THE NEW SPITZ PLANETARIUM recently installed ab Torb
Belvoir is open to the public on Tuesday and Tilursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 pe m. In September the Tues-
dey lecture will be "Skies Over Washington! and the Thurs-
‘'day talk, "Motlons of Stars.” ' In October "Mars" will be

dlscussed on Tuesdays and "The Moon' on Tlmrsdays.

DISCUSSION‘ GRL’IJP POPIC for October has not yet been
announced ‘but Bob Wright has several. subJects 1lined up’
for the- coming months. Convention papers too have opened.

up ~SOme 1nterest1ng new toplcs to be talked. a’bou’b. N

s e TUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR OCTORER
f.-.-ﬁate- *; Star | Mag. gge of Moon o " E.S.T,
RO - i . . h -‘1 .
10-13 5C Sgts 6.8 6.0 T & 09.7 M
:-10-18 1863 Aquas 6.2 11.0 . 8 30.9 BM°-
CUUI0-26 125 Taus. 5.0 18,4 5t 18,2 AM
©-10-27 528 Bemi 6.4 193 3. 45,7 AM

‘ Note: All stars are occulted on the “dark lim'b.
w— 4, I, White
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CONVENTTON EXHIBIT

Between convention sessions-at the Car:gegie Insti~
tution auditorium, convention.goers browsed in the adjas
cent exhibit hall., High in intersst was the exhibit givi
a preview of the 1954 convention at Madison, WiSCOBS'lnb T

Amateurs- exhibited a variety of observing equlpment L
and results of observing. Among: the telescopes was one
with a motor-driven -star camera of 4" aperture with an
8" x 10" platé, built by junior astronomer Philip Licht-
man of Washington, D. C. .James Kaler, a junior from
Albany, New York, brought his plametariwn made from-tin'.
cans. ?elescppes and displays by other young agtrono- "
mers were equally interesting, Iunar, planetary, and
galactic photographs,; drawings, and charts arrived with
amateur astronomers from varicus parts of the country. -
A large collection of .lunar lore was presented by Dr.

J. Q. Gant, Jr., of Waghington, D. C. The Royal Astro~
nomical Society of Canada and a few League societies were
represented in the exhibit.

Exhib:t.ts by’ government agencies in the Washington ares

- showed how astronomy related to their worl. The- Army.Map
: Serv:.ce dlsplayed a Cagsegrainian telescope which is being
: _used in a program to measure the precise size and shape, of

the earth._ The telescope has photoelectric equipment:and

_is used in observing lunar occultations. The National

Museumn provided a case of :meteorites, and the AS'bI‘OPhYSl-—
cal Observatory, also of the Smithsonian Institution,-dis-
played several instruments used in solar research. Photo-
graphs by the National Bureau of Standards pertained to

. its study of meteors by radar. Another series of ‘photo-

graphs taken by the Natiomal Institutes of Health showed

- collisions of cosmic rays-and nuclei.

Several panels gave a graphic description of the Coast
and Ceodetic Survey's work on tides and the earth's magne-
tic field, and near them were publications and charts of

‘the Navy Hydrographic Office used in celestial navigation.
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ASTRONOMICAL uEAGUE GONVENTION REPORT

'The conventlon really came alive for the NCA on August
2L when all ‘the committee chairmen and- members met at the
. Wrights to exchange information and plans. It turned into
" a work session, for the programs and covers had arrived,
,_and every one helped to fold and assemble them, The flnal

ew days before the convention saw several "supper meeét- -
1ngs" and many hours spent on arranging the final details
_at Carnegie Institution, bus transportatlon, detalls for
4he trips, and the tuffet supper.

Folks began to arrive on September 3. By the.evening of
Septeriber Y more than 150 were on hand Tor the trip.to the
Naval OUbservatory. We were each handed a map and given free
rein ‘to visit any or all of the elght points of interest.

- The sessions began Saturday morning, At the Middle Rast
Regional Meeting the following were elected as new regional
officers: Chairman, P. Wash Anderson (Norfolk); Vice-
Chairman, Thomas InCaric (Baden, Pa.); 'Secretary, Eleanor
Vadala (Phlladelphla) Treasurer, Charles Strull (Iouis~
ville). -The first general session turped out %o be a
gurprise, Dr, V, Ben Meen, in Washington conferr:ng‘w1th
the ¥ational Geographic Society, was present to tell about.
discovering a new meteor crater in.(Canada., The sessions.
_proceeded on through reports, general business, and.papers
on variocus phases of. ¢bserving.

Saturday evening, at adgournment time, we were greeted
with a thundershower, which turned into an intermittent
drenching rain all evening. The buffet supper at George—
town was moved indoors. The buses traveled as close 10
Georgetown Observatory as possiblg in the dowapour. About
two thirds of the party defied the rain and walked the last
distance to inspect the Observatory. After a quick inspec-
tion the buses were loaded with damp passengers and rebturned !
to the hotel. A much cooler Sunday morning arrived and
three buses were again loaded -- this time for the trip to
Naval Research Laboratory., With their return, the coxnven-
tion committees breathed easier, for all trips were over
and the bulk of cur work was done. However, the long
sessions of sitting and listening were just starting.




Transportatlon' Leo Scott

. - l!. i

Sunday afternoon.began with another:business session.
The following officers for the Astronomical League were.
elected: Presidcnt, Rolland R, IaPelle (Meadville, Pa.)}
Vice-President, James H. Karle (Portlend, Oregon); Secre-
tary, Russell C. Maag (Sedalia, Mo.); Treasurer, Nrs..
Ralph Buckstaff (Oshiosh, Wisc.); Executive Secretary
(3-year term); Mrs, Olive Grunow (Detroit, M:Lchigan).

The session proceeded with papers from Juniors and.
talks on radio astronomy. Theé Sunday evening session,
was very.well attended to hear papers on selected sub,}ects.
Monday morning the instrument malkers tack the firsi por-—
tion apd then we learned about the plans for observinge
the eclipse and attending the convenbtion next year. Be-
fore 2300 p.m. most of the exhibits had been dismantled-
and final good—bys Were 'being said at the restaurant and’
hotel,. . .

Comme:its ‘a’id praise were generous, and were esp‘eéially
appraciated from those who had arranged earlier conven-:.
tiens,, Thé general feeling was- that all details had been.
worked. out. and that everything had run very smoothly.
While the" convention committees were printed in theé pro— .
gram we wish to mentlon ea,ch one here, so that a.ll HEA
members may Xnow:

Reégistrationi  -Ione Alston, Buth T{e:.sey .-
Exhibitst Mabel Sterns William Isherwood, Dana Law,
Hoger Sm:.th H, J. Walls, Alexander Wanite,

2 . 'Ieo Seott ¢
Fac:.lita.es and Proaectlon Equ:.pment Lyle T. Johnson
Hospltahty. Elizabeth Soerner, Thelma Gressy, GertrucIe

; Dellar, Irene Warthem .
Publicity' Abrsham Robinson

Treasurer' ) Betty Fazekas

The Program wag not the respons:.bllity of the NCA, 'but
was, arranged by Mr. Charles H, LeRoy. We wish to thank
211l of the above, and also the many other WCA members who
attended the convenbion for the part théy played in mak:f.ng
a success of the 1953 General Convention.

——~ Janet and Bob Wright



