-6~
special activities, are available for 15¢. Special
thanks to Janet Perkins and George Flachy for their work
in dupliecating it.

. NEW MEMBERS .

Crowell, James D., 4909 14th Street N.W. Randolph 2088
Deane, Mrs. Kenneth W., 2148 O St, N.W. Michigan 2872
Gleason, Fred H., 2201 .G Street N.W. Metropolitan 7748
Herschfeld, Aaron, 11430 Newton St,.. N.W. Adams 2889
Hotzler, Harriet, 1513 20th St, ¥.W. Adams 9873
Wood, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, 3417 New Mexico Ave, N.W.

Ordway 238
*Carroll, Jr., Leo M., 3601 Conn. Ave. H.¥. Woodley 6300

OCCULTATION PREDICTIONS
Morgan Cilley

Dec. Star, Fo. Mag.. Immersion Hour Angle
15 2965 7.0 T6:37 PM 4y

19 3458 6.5 6:29 PM 1W

21 128 7.3 5:27 P 1.5 B
23 380 7.4 7:04 PM 1.5 B
A1l on dark edge and all E.S5.T. Astronomical twilighi

ends 4im after occultation on December 23.

POPUTLAR ASTRONOMY CLASS to be conducted by Charles
Drayton, Jr. Intended for adults and serious younger
students, this elass will provide an opportunity to
learn astronomy by observations with binoculars from
Yx to 10x and a Skyscope, projected illustrations, and
informal talks. 7This is a private enterprise of Mr.-
Drayton's and a fee will be collected of 7H¢ per meeting
or $5 for ten meetings. For time and place, call Mr.
Drayton at North 8890, address 2HOO Wyorling Avenue N.W.
There is a widespread need of such z class and NCA is

pleased to refer inquiries to Mr. Drayton..
* ok ok sk sk K ok ok ok k k ok ok % ok ok ok % sk ok R ok ok ¥ k ok * ok

Mabel Sterns, editor, 2517 X Street N.W. District 422
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Dec. COMING EVENTS -
2 Observation for pupils and parents at Colesville
School, 8 p.me ©Carroll Slemasker, Chairman.

6  "Popular ‘Astromomy," C. He Gamble, 8 p.m. ab
National Museum, Illustrabed..

18 S5=inch nighti{ Uranus, operation of the telescope,
‘general observation; Carroll Slemaker, Chairman.

20 Junior night at the 5-inch, with Carl Werntz.

Mon. )Telescape—maklng class, McKlnley High School, 6:30
Wed. Juntil 9:51., Mr. MclLellan supervises mirror gr:.nd—
Tmurs,)ing and machining mounts.

"POFULAR ASTRONCMY™ will be Carl H. Gamble's topic on
December 6, Mr. Gamble is proprietor of Sky Ridge Obser-
vatory and founder of the Popular Astronmomy Club at
Moline, Iil, During the last seventeen years he has
spoken to more than Y00 audiences, and annually is host
to nearly 1500 visitors at his observatory. He will
show & pumber of slides,.

THE PRINCIPAL OF COLESVILLE SCHOOL has asked NCA to
bring telescopes Tuesday night, December 2 or December 9
if the weather is cloudy. The school is six miles from
Silver Spring traffic 1lisght, on the Colesville Pike, Mr.
Slemaker will request certain scopes' and others are asked
to volunteer, Set up by & c'clocks a large crowd is ex-
pected from the communlty.

JUNIOR NIGHF AT THE 5" was rained out November 22.

With better skies Saturday, December 20, Carl Werntz
will again focus the telescope.




-

- INCH NIGHT for the regular members enjoyed its third
successive clear night for observing, Mr. Slemaker is
adept at finding difficult objects and gives a deserip-
tive account of each, The next meeting will be December
18 when Uramus should be visible. DBesides general obser-
vation, those who want to use the telescope will be shown
how to use it properly.

TELESCOPE-MAKING CLASS has 22 registered students.
More mirror blanks are expected early in December, which
will accomnodate others who want to grind. December 22
will be the last class before Christmas vacation.

TWO-INCH LENS BLANKS, crown and flint, rough ground,
surplus from Naval Ordnance Leboratory have been released
to NCA through the Public Schools. They are not for sale
but will be given to members of NCA and registrants of
the telescope class who request them., BSee Mr. Mclellan.

THE ASTRONOMICAL HOBBY SHOW was a pronounced success,
Mr. Stanton was there with his celestial globe of spun
copper, An intricate gear train rotates it to show mo-
tions of the sun, moon, and stars in relation to a fixed
position on the earth. Carroll Slemaker had a lunar and
stellar camera made out of cardboard, also photos taken
with them; Walter Gilbert, photos of the moon and series
of sunspots taken with a 2" refractor; John Lankford had
an assortment of books, observation records, and astro-
nomical charts. An entire table was covered by Miss
Warthen's exhibits wumbrells planetarium, scrapbooks,
model of eclliptic constellations and visible planet
orbits, others showing relative sizes of the planets,
and earth and moon. '

Among the books were a.copy of Newton's "Optiks™ 1730;
"Scenery of the Heavens," 1837, from Mr. Jolmson's col-
lection; colored star chart of 1835, "Uranography® 18W4,
Smith's "Illustrated Astronomy," 1866, and "Fourteen
Weeks' Course in Astronomy," 1873, all displayed by Bob
Wright, He also showed an electric soldering iron
adapted to make grooves in pitch lap, a Foucault test-
ing device, ete, MNr. Dlindelet brought (see page 5)

._5....

his shiny, new 6-inch telescope with skeletal tube, It
was the center of much admiration. A number of still

pictures were presented. Mr. Wright and his committee

are to be commended for the fine showing of these and
other items., It is hoped that the hobbdy show will be
repeated and that e ven more gadgeteers will exhibit
their handiwork,

Discussion group will not meet in December: too hear
Christmas, Mr. Wright says.

VISIT TO WILLIAMS OBSERVATORY at Frederick, Md., was
made Dy about thirty associstion members on October 25,
Miss Leah 3. iAllen, Director, arranged several interest-
ing telescopic and spectroscopic observabtions. A4lso on
display for the group were a number of devices and models
constructed by Miss Allen, demonstrating various aspects
of astronomy and physics. The exhibits and observations,
together with Miss Allen's informative explanations with
reference to each, added fo the agtronomical knowledge
of every NCA member whe made the trip. ———Jewell Boling

PICHIC-OBSERVATION at Sligo Creek Cabin November & was
favored by clear weather. Besidss observation with severa
scopes, Miss Warthen's pictures of the Philadelphia con-
vention were an added atiraction, Ur. Benfer treated the
crowd to a peek through his richest-field telesScope, one
of the first among cur members,

VISITORS TO THE RADAR STATION at Sterling, Va., Novem-
ber 14 brought back reports of much larger instruments
than were used a yoar ago., One of them measures height
of the lonosphers; a disc 25 feet in dismeter measures rad
ation of the sun; another device is intended %o measure
amount of hydrogen in the Milky Way. Those who went were
fortunate in having the personal guidance of Mr. Grote
Reber who described these instruments at the October meet-
ing. No meteors were visible either visually or by radar.

"PEN YEARS WITH THE NATIONAL CAPITAT, ASTRONOMERS,"
compiled by Grace Scholz, 19 pages giving the history,
names of speakers, classes, officers, trustees, and
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