




















National Capital Astronomers, Inc.
is a non-profit, public-service corporation for advancement of
the astronomical sciences and is the astronomy affiliate of the
Washington Academy ofSciences. For information, call NCA:
(301) 320-3621.

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES:
A Forum for dissemination ofthe statusand results ofcurrent

work by scientists at the horizons of their fields is provided
through the monthly NCA Meeting. (See monthly Stardust
for time and location.) All interested persons are welcome;
there is no charge.

Expeditions frequently go to many parts of the world to
acquire observational data from occultations and eclipses
which contribute significantly to refinement of orbital
parameters, the coordinate system, navigation tables and
timekeeping. Other results of this work under continuing
study include the discovery of apparent satellites of some
asteroids, discovery of apparent small variations in the
solar radius, and profiles of asteroids.

Discussion Groups provide opportunities for participants to
exchange information, ideas, and questions on preselected
topics, moderated by a member or guest expert.

Publications received by members include Sky & Telescope
magazine and the monthly publication of NCA, Star Dust.

The NCA Public Information Service answers many as-

tronomy-related questions, provides predictions of the
paths and times of eclipses and occultations, schedules of
expeditions and resulting data, assistance in developing
programs, and locating references.

The Telescope Selection, Use, and Care Seminar, held an
nually in November, offers the public guidance for those
contemplating the acquisition of a first telescope, and
dispels the many common misconceptions which often
leads to disappointment.

Working Groups support areas such as computer science
and software, photographic materials and techniques, in
strumentation, and others.

Telescope-Making Classes teach the student to grind and
polish, by hand, the precise optical surface that becomes
the heart of a fine astronomical telescope.

NCA Travel offers occasional tours, local and world-wide,
to observatories, laboratories, and other points of interest.
NCA sponsored tours for comet Halley to many parts ofthe
southern hemisphere.

Discounts are available to members on many publications
and other astronomical items.

Public Programs are offered jointly with the National Park
Service, the Smithsonian Institution, the U.S. Naval Ob
servatory, and others.

PLEASE ENROLL ME IN NATIONAL CAPITAL ASTRONOMERS MEMBERSHIP

[ ] Regular ($38 per year) Each regular membership receives Sky & Telescope & Star Dust.
[ ] Junior (Only open to those under age 18) Date of birth: -'- _

Junior members pay a reduced rate and may elect not to receive Sky & Telescope.
[ ] Sky & Telescope and Star Dust. ($25 per year)
[ ] Star Dust only ($10 per year)

Last nameFirst name
-------- ------ ------------ (->-----

Telephone

Street or Box Apartment City State Zip

If family membership, list names of additional participating immediate family members in same household, with
birthdates of all those under 18 years old: _

Note: If you already subscribe to Sky & Telescope, please attach a recent mail label, or indicate the expiration
date: . A prorated adjustment will be made. Make check payable to National Capital Astrono-
mers, Inc., and send with this form to:

Leith Holloway 10500 Rockville Pike Apartment. M-IO, Rockville, MD 20852.
The following information is optional. Please indicate briefly any special interests, skills, vocation,
education, experience, or other qualifications which you might contribute to NCA
Thank you, and welcome!
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Getting to the NCA Monthly Meeting
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Enter building 10 from North,
main entrance; pass through the
double doors to the bank of
elevators. Go to the 14th floor.
The meeting will be held in the
auditorium.,--.-------. ~ "
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•To Shakey's - Shakey's is located at East West High
way and Wisconsin Avenue, one half block South of
the Bethesda Metro Stop..

·Subway Riders - To get to the meeting from Medical
Center Metro Stop: Walk down the hill, pass the bus
stops and turn right at the anchor (onto Center Drive).
Continue uphill to building 10, the largest building on
campus. Also the 12 bus line connects the Bethesda
(7: 16PM) and NIH (7:23PM) metro stops with build
ing 10 (7:25PM).

Dr, Wayne H Warren, Jr
8001 Brett Place
Greenbelt, MD 20770
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