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The next meeting of the National Capital Astronomers wi I I be at the 
Naval Research Laboratory, 4555 Overlook Avenue, S.W. A iecture on 
solar and stellar satell ite astronomy and a demonstration of these saT
ell ites and their component parts wi II follow. This is an unusual and 
unique chance to become personally acqllain1~ed with sOlTIe very unusual as 
well as expensive aerospace equipment. t:.efore the meeting, members 
are welcome to visit the NRL space museulTI and display room to see the 
other areas in vlhich ille I aboratory is nov! engaged. Coffee and doughnuts 
\'1ill be served. Gecause of the location of the lecture, there will be 
no dinner meeting at Bassin's restaurant this month. Unfortunately, we 
wi I! not be al lowed to take photos or to carry cameras into the i aboratory. 

The discussion wi II be conducted bv Dr. John [isele and Jerry Phi II ips 
of the Naval Research Laboratory. ,Jerry Phi II ips Joined the 'mL in 1966 
as a technician and engineer in the Satel i ite Techniques Branch. He is 
coordinator of satel I ite systems and has reC0veo several awards for his 
work in communication and diqital systems. ,.kJlln Eisele joined the NRL in 
1965 and is presently a consultant in the Satellite fechniques Branch. 

Jo1m "'issie, v.p. 
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'1",-' i l,-~[",~: \ __ ~)[h __'t:1r"\\i '".JJi,-\ ,--,\stn..::-norny ,,!\-,pl?~::Jr8d in ~~cience! in September, 
,hi~'11 ,lI'c' :'Jni,'ul,lf'lv fL't,'w"f'r!lv. The Septembef' 4th issue. paSje 975, has 

,1 J,~:\tai Ic'd r~,JJ,_ir nk1~1 ,-"t -;-nc iow"jatituJe sur-fac8 features (if Venus; this is 
f'i'otj\ ",u"n f'CJ\, ,L,Tcl .)'1 ,)I'cese',". Th8 ~""pteml)ef' 11th issue has a letter by 
,JwJr'J 'f,'Clclin, notinq ;0,11' ~he United S'rates is rapidly falling behind in 
maior radio astronomy-and radio telescope instrumentation, because of 
ir'l~tl-~u~10r1JI isrn on the r~l-t at radio astronomer's as a whcle. Lack of unl
tied tl1lnl,ir"l on W[1211' ",ojar instruments are needed prevents serious organ
i:3tic'h ir l tilt' clquisdian of aJequdtc funJinq. 

The NCA pi en i c will be he Id on October 24th th i s year< ra in-date, 
October 31st) at Manassas c~attlefield Park. The picnic area (100 acres 
of open fields) has, moved: The ~Ite is just left of Virginia Route 234, 
one.half mile nort'h of its intersection \,ith route 29-211, and about three 
miles north of the intersection of Routes 66 and 234. Bring your Telescopes, 
charts and food. Let's meet by 5: 30 IJM on that Saturday afternoon, 

Doctor Seorqe Carruth~rs of The ~iava I Research Labor-a'cory spoke to the 
NCA on his far'-ultravioiet s;pectroscopy oc the hterstei lar Il;edium, u~,ing 
rocket - uorne',instr H1cnts ir'om Il'hite Sa'1'JS Proving Grounds. The tcdk ski 11

'
fully tied in the results with '!'!lOse from gr'ound-based observal-ories. He 
shol,'Jed thClt-~ Instruments could gather informa-I-;on~ in a fe~' minutesjlt/hir::h 
not be ob'ained from any gn)ljnd-t;ased optical 01' relaio telesccpe. He showed 
that the \la lue of the rockei'-'bornes)(perlrn'3nts over i'hose carTled by satell ite 
I s the much shorter lead l' I me, i arSjtorfGed' bClCk anJ -rhe gr'eater f I ex I b I ! i ty 
of rocket i n5trul~ent2 ( '-,tl j ch can not on J y be retri eved but updated). He, 
showed evidence thdt ~onflrmed that molec~lar hydrogen is e part of the in
terstellar medium by observation of its lines in the far-ultraviolet spectra 
of "0" and liB" sta rs 

Wi.lliam Winkle r 
;) 

During the last month, Elizabeth Ostaggi of the Washington Academy 
of Sc i ences sent me a copy of the by·1 aws. i wi I I have cop i es of th i s 
ava i I ab I e at the October meet i ng for- -I"lose who \WU I d like "ro see them. 
also wi II have cOJies at the discussion group. 

In his letter noting the price and avai labi I ity of the aurora sl ides, 
Russel I Blake enclosed a copy of a term paper on this phenomenon which 
might be of interest to some. 1'1 I have a copy with rr~ at the meetinSj 
also. 

The cu rrent issue of The Stro I ling .t\stronomer has severa I very i nter
osting articles on planetary observing. These include descriptions of 
lunar observations, a photovisuai chart of Mars (1967), photos and 
drawings of comet Honda 1968c, an excellent ar-ticle on planetary photography 
by '10m Pope, the 1969 Mars apparition A.L.P.O.'Report t and descriptive 
discussion of lunClr craters, ring dikes and ctllderas. Subscription to 
this journal of observational astronomy and the official publ ication of 
the Association of Lunar and Planetary Obs ervers can be had for $4.00 
a year. Send to The Strol \ ing ,Astronomer, c/o Walter H.Haas, Editor, 
Box 3AZ, university Park, New ~exico, 88001. 

The New York Academy of Sciences, section of EngineerinI,J and of 
F'hysical Sciences. is sponsoring a Third Conference on PlanetoloSjY and 
Space-Mission ?Ianning in the Waldorf-Astoria, Park Avenue at 50th st., 
"ew York, \. Y. 10022, 0n He 28th through the 30th of October, 1970. 
The proSjram is extremely interesting. covering subjects of solar-system 
astrophysics and space applications of technoloSjy. An extensive session 
on the last d,-,y Is concerned with stellar cosmology. An at't exhibit is 
also Included,titled,'Wan in the Cosmos". Registration fee is $10.00 
tor non-n,embers. ,-,eg i strat i on shou i d be sent to : The ExeclJt i ve Director, 
rhe Ne" York Academy of Sciences. 2 East Sixty-third Street, New York, 
,ew Yorl-.,	 100?1. Continued 

I-,~r:- sr,L~:	 i\clv,ln,:cs In :~r'iCe Science and Technology, volumes 1-7, $70.00 
j,jY 'i I lpr'. )b5 L·~942 
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3~ 
i would appreciate COP!~9S of ':J5tr~ophot-os, ,--;quiprl1t?nt set-'L_lpS r n)c' 

I ike before the 20th of the month to include in the next issue 0 

Srar Dust. Though I I-ealize that it is difficul-r for mClIlY ot yGLI 0 gOil:1 , 
yourself inro participating in your own organi"dtion, it.would be d~prec".JTeJ 

by i'he j un! or' members and some of the new members who st ~ I I do. not I\now 
d I I tilere ; 5 to amateu r astronomy and COel I d benet i t by d i SCUSSI on of 
proven techniques, short-cuts and other t~chniques that our se~ior members 
have already mastered. For an organization as large as ours It would 
seemrha'r there should be a few more Bi II Winklers, Jerry Schnalls, 
~ILldsons and LaiTY Vlhites .- who are so wi II ing to heir the unlearned 

(If any of the memb~rship feels that any comments made by the
 
ed i tors need a rebutta I - such \'I! II be pub I i shed in succeed i ng i SSd8S
 
of Stal- Dust.)
 -"._,-------_._-;....-------

The new d i rectol'y VI i I I be out with i n the next th i rty days. 
I\ny las'r-mil1lJ"re changes,such dS address, phone or' !lame-spel! inSJ 
a lier'at ions, o,hou I d be phoned or sent to me (JT l) as soon as poss i b Ie. 
Phone 946-8996, Address: J. iegowik, 3513 Randolph R 3d, Wheaton, Md. 
20902. Co inc i deni with th i s wi I I be the trans i ent efteci- and a I ert 
schedule disiribution. Tobson this list.you must cO!ltact me 
before the 15th of October (if you~ name is not already on ~). l 

_·_·__• ' ._ff~ _ 

Russe: i Blake lias offer'ed copies ?f the, fine auro~a phot~s .t-~a~ 
"'hov/ed at i-he sf'('ing 'neeting,to t'he membP,l-s,aT a cost.or $IO.O~) ~el 
If cillyc-ne i c; 'j d t 0: "II Rdssell B:aKe, Ulrector, 1',1 Ice G.i nterec.,;-, 8{;- sen Q 

\,allace Plane ",rium, 1000 john F'tch Highway, Fitchburg, ~1ass. 0!420. 
- _._-------_.,----

li- would be wei i for thOS0 I'lho are sti Ii thinking of our own 
at a p I ace removed f ,'om c i "'f lights to th i nk ha rd an'd I onger-. ! n my 
mind J 'l'io!lde:' how many gifts, bequests/etc. might have gone to the 
had we a decent place to put them and to use them. As it stands now, 
have, no central ral lying point that we can cal! our own. Though we 
a rlOn-profit organization, the non-profii' idea should not spi II over ini-o 
the profit gained from educatiGn of ourselves, new members ami the youthful 
community at lal-ge. Unfor,tunareiy it h,as. Admittedly, 1'hose of us who do 
own fine observatories ot our own have no need for such faci I Ities but 
what about those who livB In the city? 

John Le gowik 

Memorial to Dr. E.C. Johnson ******** 

Mrs. E.C. Johnson, Alexandria, Virginia, has given two of her late 
husband's telescopes to the University of Arkansas, in his memory. One 

is a ten-inch refr'actor and the other is an eight-inch ref lector, both 
made by John E. Mellish. The short focal leng th of the refractor makes 
it especially suitable for wor-k on faint clusters and nebulae. Attach
ments for beth instruments were included in the gift. About three hun
dred books from Dr. Johnson's library on astronomy and related subjects 
~Iere also presented to the University. 

Dr. Johnson joined the NCA in 1947 and continued his membership 
unti! his death in !969. "I'le was an examiner for the BOf Scout ~"erit 
Badge in Astronomy. Throughout the years he encouraged young neighbors 
and students to see the sky through his telescope. Doctor Johnson 
retired from the Department of Agriculture where he had been an economist, 
Assistant Deputy Director of the Land Bank Service and executive Vice 
President of the Federa! Farm Mortgage Commission and also consultant 
to several foeign countris5. He travel led extensively to establish the 
farm credit system. In addition to this he was an organizer and secre
tary of the National Agricultul-al Credit Committee. 

r~emorial to Wi i I jam G. Lipscomb. Jr. **'***** 
As a memorial to the late Wi II iam G. Lipscomb, Jr., ,,'r's. C:i"ude 

Hasson, formerly Betty Lipscomb, bestowed one hundred dol lars upon 
the Astronomical League Trust Fund at the National Convention of the 
League in July. ui II Lipscomb was treasurer of NCA from 1959 thrOUGh 
1961. He was an· active member unti I his death (n 1'164. rlls Idte, , 
Betty, worked d i 1i gent Iyin NCA. the Mi dd I e East r:(eq i on and the 
Astronomi ca I League for many years. • 

~ In Memoriam ***** 
David Rothbart~ a long standiJlg member of tht.:> Nl--t\~h'as bur-i~lJ Sl:nJ>.-l\, 

September 27th, in the Distr'ict of Columbia. 1,\,',lhe member's 01 ir,' 
National Capital ,l\stronomers,extend our svmrath\ to his '.,ite .1Ik t,~,,:ii\. 
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,I1- meetin~ a-t the i'Javal ~esear(-=~i r oak 
PvenUE)) Dr. lis ! 1i :3 Dea k 
ancj COnC;'JL a r~ of he i~!=<\_ s te i I [Ie ~,~Cli I oc}'/ ~ 

, Octc,b'eT i 7th, : i fJf-1 
D;SCllss~on grOlJp at Bob Wri~htls h~me, 202 rfpirlg Roc~ Road, about 
one and Gne-t~al f m[ 185 north of Ranc!oloh Road on New Hamosh 
di5cli cision '1'1: i I c8nt8r- aboli the C1esic]:l of 50161- eel ipse" 
by JcJrne~:, Tr-e><ler~ and i I! be -fof lO'lJed} if the \~/eathel is 
an ob5E~r'ving se5~~icn in t30()lS obc,qr-.I~"'-'-,("\I 

Saturday, OctotJG! I 7t,h, , 2:00 PH 
Maryland - Jistrict of Columbia Junior mee+inq, Chevy Chase Publ Ie 
Librar'!. ,A, discussion led by Jerr,! Hucjson on'the pians of the 
Juniot~s for th() corninfJ Yl~ar .. For infoni!\::l-rion,:ca!! ,-Jean Ra(Joane: 
phone 434-0443 . 

'aturday, October 24th, 5:30 PM 
NCA picnic and s~ar party at Manassas Battlefield National Park, 

==.'0, North of I'\c'lJte 29-:211 on route 234. eJt-ing food and telescopes, 
i"'or addi+ionai illforma'jion contacT Bill ''1I!nkler, 

"'--' ".1: [c(1 day, '.k-robt=;r' 73rd and 30th, 
- ,f - ...

:f~;J)?/'d~; ,/'. :'~ Ob~~rva~i Oil ~hou ~'he F' i '!e~ I nch at th~ i\i~va; Obs8rva'foi~Y. Ldrry 
'",/"'</ '1\1'~tS.:.-,,!~,;'-;;.;'); ~hlH-' vii!! conuLict me sesslCJr: on The L.:'ro and John AleXia on the 

!~'-?; i . ,,':]vy,:- ,:,OTIl. 
,.'- ,'7 F,'i d3y, (jctobel~" each week 

Teles~'::Jpe·makLlg classes at The Paiisade, Community Certer- by 
Jerry Schnal I. Classes begin at 7:30 pM. 

At'.. "xhibit of old rnanusc ripts re lating 'CO 

a stronorny frOITl 1482 to 1690 \''1 i 11 co n
Hnue through ITlid-Nove,nber at the Fol
gerShakespeare Library, 201 E, Capital 
St. Included by the reference staff are 
photos of the 1970 solar eclipse, with ma
terial showing scientific and supersti
tious beliefs of the period, mathernatical 
tables for ee lipse prediction, etc. Mon
day through baturdEy, 10-4:30. 

)~{.~Ui:tDFSlft~ht;a';;id Nordin, 

assisting Dr. Legowik since his two
month val:: anc y in the s pring of 1969, re.,. 
grets that lJ-rgency of other concerns for 
ces rec;i",nation. He urges anyone with 
journa.listie or artistic leanings to apply; 
good ('xperienee, interesting work. Good 
spellers desired (with patience and spe,"d, 

if possible). Call] .L., 946-8996 orD.W., 

4R3-0470. 
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