
Saturday. October 4th, 8:15 PM 
October meeting at the Department of ColiT!Imerce Auditorium. 14th 
and E Streets NW. Two major NASA films will be shown. 

Saturday, October ;18th, 5 Pf.l till midnight. 
Annual Picnic. A picnic grove has been r.eserved for us at l~anassas 
National Park for a picnic an£1 star party. The picnic w111 not be 
cancelled because of poor visibility. In case of rain contact the 
picnij; chairmen- Bob and Alice Frandsen. 565-2435. They will also 
co-ordinate transportation. Bring food and telescopes. Cook-out 
facilities including 9ril1s and charcoal will be available. Let's 
have a good turnout. Guests are welcome. 

Saturday, October 25th. 8 PM 
Discussion group. Astrophysical Spectroscopy - Bring your July 196g 
~Telesope with you, \~e will meet at J. Legowik's home, 3513 
Randorpli Road, Wheaton 1 Md. Projection facilities, blackboard and 
refreshments will be avail.tble. Questions? call 946-8g96- just about 
anytime. 

Telescope.:.Haking Classes will be held by Mr. Jerry Schnall at the Palisades 
Recreation Center, on October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st. Mr. Schnall 
can be contacted at~ EJ.:z 8872. 

The Prince Georges County telescope making classes will not be held 
until this year's instructor is appointed by the president and the 
appointee meets the approval of the county, 

Theo. T. Noble 

viewing at the five-inch on the l':'av..J.LObserv~:~.tory grounds will 
be conducted by Larry White on Thursday, Oct.9 and by John Alex­
ia on Frid~y, Oct. 17; both fron. 8 to 10 p.m. 
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ocr 1969 

Two NASA•produced films of particular merit will be S<own at the 
October 4th meeti!'lg of the National Capital Astronomers. 

"Universe on a Scratchpad" features the work of the G:lddard In­
stitute for Space Studies in New Vorl:: City, and discusses ·:u::ww space­
~raft data is processed to become the foundation for furtter advances 
1n theoretical physics and astrophysics. 

"The Challenge of Unanswered Questions" features the ....ark of the 
Geophysical Institue of the University of Alaska at Colle~. from the 
graduate student's veiwpoint. This means experimentatiO"t and get­
ting in out of the cold! Result: some of the best aurora :x~realis 
motion picture footage since IGY, and a review of rece,t advances in 
understanding this most spectacular of solar-terrestrial relationships. . 

••l,L WltiKJ.Elt,V.r. 
NOitCf 

Persuant to the petition set forth below, an electi.:.n is hereby 
called to be held from October 4, 1969 through October 24, 1969, to 
determine the question of the adoption of a new const1tution and new 
by-laws for the National Capital Astronomers, Incorporat~. in sub­
stitution for the present constitution and by-laws. The text of the 
proposed new constitution and new by-laws, together witt- fonnal bal­
lot, is in the course of mailing to all members in good starldtng and 
in time to permit discussion at the regular meeting to be held in the 
Auditorium of the Corrmerce Department on October 4-, 1969 at 8:15PM. 

The text of the petition, including the text of present A.rticle 
Five of the constitu-tion which pertains to amendmerrts tc.· or changes 
in both the present constitution and by-laws is as folkws: 

'.'Recent changes in the original Certi.ficate of lnCiirporation 
create a pressing need for the updating of the constitu.ti"OD and 
by-l~ws t~f the National Capital Astronomers, Incorporated. There­
fore, it is hereby proposed that the question of the a:loption of 
a new constitution and new by-laws for the NCA in substantially . 
the form attatC:hed hereto be submitted to .the memberslri.p: .~ 'f& 



"The proposed new constitution and new by- laws would be sub­
~ti~uted for the present constitution and by-laws. Accordingly 
1t lS suggested that the proceedure ascribed under Article Five 
of the present constitution be followed. Such Article V pro­
vides as follows: 'Amendments to this Constitution may be pro­
posec by the Board of Trustees or by written petition, signed 
by nc·t less than ten full members in good standing and deliv­
ered to the Secretary. The text of any proposed amendment and 
the initiating petition, if any shall be .mailed to each mem­
ber, together with a copy of this Article V accompanied by any 
explanatory matter deemed advisable by the Board of Trustees, 
and a ballot form. Voting shall be by mail. The proposed 
amendment will be discussed at the first regular meeting fol 

lowing the mailing to the membership. All ballots signed by 
the nembers in good standing and received by the Secretary 
within twenty days after the date ·of the regular meeting in 
which the amendment was discussed as above provided, shall be 
veri"'ied and counted by three tellers appointed by the President 
and ::we-thirds majority of such ballots shall detennine the 
adoption of the proposed amendment." 

In the event any member fails to receive a ballot fonn, please 
telephone ~lr. Morton Shiff, Secretary, 462-3576, and a copy of the 
proposed 1ew constitution and new by-laws will be mailed to the member. 

This Septellher 22nd, 1969 George E. Gould, President 
National Capital Astronomers, Inc. 

egu ar em ers 1p: 

ted L. t~eyerson; 8805 Copenhaven Drive, Potomac, Md. 20854, 762-2221 
I 
buni or Membemi p: N ~ W ,N\ .e-M:& S" ~ S 
i 

Donald McMichael, 5109 Just Street NE, ~!ashington, O.C. 20019, 396-2682 

Income 

Oues .................... $1521.05 
Obs. Handbooks .........••.• 64.15 
Time tables ................ 11 .90 
Book Sales ................. 74.50 
Junior Bus Trip .... ,.,, ••. 263,50 

Total In conE •.•• ,,.,, ••.. 1935.10 
Less Outgo ............... 1658.81 
Net Income •..•.••.•••.•. $ 276.29 
Balance July 1, 1969 $ 271.53 

Income - Telescope Making Class 

Kits-PalisaCes . , .$144.00 
Bladensburgh .•. 80.00 
Total •.•.••.• $224.00 

Outgo 
Abrasives ........ 81.60 
Garage Rent .•••. 120.00 
Buckets •..•....... 1.29: 
Keys and locks ••.. 2. 90 

Total Outgc., ••.•• ~ 
Net Income ........ lB.~l 

Outgo 

Sky and Telescope ........... $743.37 
Star Dust .................... 195.07 
Postage - Star Oust .......... 129.00 
Pub 1 i city ........••••.•...••.. 14.55 
Supplies-President •........••. 16.65 
Postage - Treasurer ........... 18.00 
Speakers ..• (Dinners) .. , • , .• , •• 34. 17 
Speakers .•. {Honorarium) •••. , .25.00 
Obs. Handbook .....•..••.•.••.• 53.05 
Timetables .•.••.•...... , ...... 37.50 
As tronomi ca 1 League Dues ...... 44.23 
Observing Connni ttee •..•.•• , .•. 55.70 
Books (to be sold) ............ 84.05 
Junior's Trip ••.............. l77.40 
Special Bulletin ..............• 3.77 
Recording Fee ................. 12.00 
Bad Check ...................... 7.50 
Miscellaneous ................... 7.80 
Total .••• , •••• , •. , ...•• ,.,. 'fl658:8r 

Prev. Balance ..... $533.85 (Hoy Walls) 
Balance, Sept. 1, 1969 ......... $552.06 )ERRY SCHNALL 

(c,fi~ }1cctfa.t.J '"'""4-J 
It is hoped that a special meeting can be called during the last 

part of October. This will occur if arrangements can be made to 
have a diso:t~ssion with Russell C. Maag, the chainnan of the National 
Corronittee for Coordi-nation of Solar Eclipse Plans for the Astronomical 
League. FJrther news on this item will appear in the next STAR OUST, 
which will be out in time so that, if it is possible,you wi11 be able 
to attend. 

We urge all of you who haven't bothered ~o sta.nd in line to view 
the lunar sample, at the Smithsonian Institutlon. Arts and Indust,ries 
Building, to venture down there, especially if you've never been there 
before. One reason is that there are many other points of interest, 
some of wh1ch you see as you pass through the line. Among these are 
photographs of other moon samples, much enlarged and some in color. 
If you happen to be an. aircraf!__Puff, there are some early specirens 
worthy of a second look and some recent ones which include a spa::e 
vehicle or two. Photographs taken of the earth and moon from sp;~ce 
are quite beautiful and interesting. There is also a room of sp:~ce 
art, for those of you who have wider interests: also, exhibits of 
black art in D.C., British crafts designers and a show on the Battle 
of Britian of WW II, feautering a Hurricane fighter plane. The line 
is getting shorter all the time. Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM, seven days 
a week. 

For those of you who just can't make the trip, we'll say that the 
specimen is volcanic·looking, medium to dark grey in color, and the 
small imbedded glassy beads sparkle clearly as the rock turns slowly 
under the brilliant illumination. You'll have a new feeling about 
the old moon, even if you cnn't examine the specimen as you might like. 
It makes it all more real than th.e photos and descriptions. -v.N. 

A-1-Muti-.l ~UFO*. 
The Astronomical League Convention was held at the University of 

Denver, Denver, Colorado on August 20th through 23rd. Bob and Janet 
Wright and daughter Susan were in attendance. Besides four days of 
worthwhile astronomical papers, several worthwhile side- trips were 
taken. These included trips to: NORAO, a picnic at Elk Falls ranch 
ESSA solar, time and conrnunication facilities at Boulder and 'lCAR 
at Boulder. Friday evening there was a UFO symposium attended by six 
outstanding scientists. These included: Or. Allen Hynech;, Dr. James 
A. Harder, Or. James E. Me Donald, Or. David Saunders, Dr. Frank 
Salisbury and Or. R. Leo Sprinkel. Principally they attacked the 
Condon Report on UFO's and stated that they would favor continued 
research on the UFO s. At the Saturday~night banquet, Mr. Leonard G. 
Pardue of the Southern Cross Astronomical Society of Miami, Florida~ 
was presented the Astronomical League Award for outstanding service. 
About 250 persons were in attendance at the meeting. 'BOB WJtJc;ttT 

In July 1969 Skf and Telescoee, Lawrence H. Aller of UCLA has 
given by far the mos luc1d, conc1se and yet comprehensive discussion 
~f a~trophysical spectroscopy I have ever seen. So good an opportun­
lty 1s offered for all NCA members to become familiar with this basic 
tool that !nformal discussion of the article is a must, I belie.ve. 
The more dlVerse the background and interests of the participants,.,. the 
more valuable the discussion will be. By all means, put October 18th 
on your astronomical calendar: Planetary Nebulae - III, Astrophys1cal 
Spectroscopy. discussion at NCA. 

FOR SALE: Eight., Jn~h, f 6:;45 mirror mounted Jn an aluminum cell in a 
P~rks fiberglas,s. tube, 1/20 waVe "diagOnal" a'rfd spider, rack and pinion 
Wlth screw-verl'l!Cr lens holder and Jaeger portable polar mount with clock 
drive. All it requires are oc;:ulars and a finding scope .. Aski'ng price, 
$200.00. May be seen by appo1ntment, phone 360-7381. Walter T. Babington 
8205 Me Clelland Place, Alexandria, Va. 

FOR SALE: A Four .. Inch refracting telescope. For infonnation call 
Mr. Stockvis at 493-9052, 
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uing member, firstly, rct~.y properly b~ furnished v1ith a Sub­
scription, and secondly, that such a course is otherwise equi­
tt~ble. The cori)\>rat.ion cannot and does not guarantee the con­
tinued receipt of the publication subscribed to on behalf of 
a member. A subscri~tion to a national pe~iodical is not ~ priv­
ilege of either a life or an honorary member. 

(kl All annual dues shall be payable on or before Sept. 1 of 
each fiscal year. However, a member shall be regarded in good 
standing throueh the month of September or the fiscal year. If 
the dues are not paid before Oct,l, the member shall be dropped 
from the membership rolls. 

(1) Each member, except junior members and family group mem­
bers havine; the status of a junior member,· shull have one v:::.te 
and count as on~ in determinine a quorum. Each junior member 
and each family member (r,roup member) havine the status of a 
junior member shall hbve one-half vote and count as on~-half of 
one i.n.deterrr.ininc 1:1. quorum. An honorary mP.mber shall not have 
u vote unle.c-.s such ;::r.mber also be a member of ::nme other cl!:l s-s. 

AHT!Cll II - G-UVE~!.;I:ie BODY 

.Section 1. ".i'he affairs of this corporation shall b"! coverned or 
directed b:,· a bo1:1.rd of trustees of five members. Four of 1h e 
trustees shall be elected by the members. The president shall 
serv~'>, ex-of1'icio, u!'l tho; fifth member and also us chairman of 
the board. The bo.;;trd of trustees .. shall have ull power expressly 
vested in them by th~ constitution and these by-laws, including 
t. hose powers necessarily implied fror:.. its existence as a govern­
ing GrOUp, huvin~ th~ duty to further the aims and objects of 
this corporation. 

Section 2·. One trustee shtlll be elected <.~.t ·the anriuul .n.eetin€; ii:J. 
t·l:ly of e.tch y~1:1.r, in uddition to the president, or electe:d ~~ 1:10 

udjourned meeting of the annual meeting, and by secret ballot. 
~ach trustee shall be elected for a term of four years, commenc­
~ng July 1, following his or bsr election. No trustaf> shall be 
elected to serv~ more than one full term 1n succession, rn the 
event a vacancy occurs, the president shall c~ll a special elec­
tion to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term: provided, that 
if the unexpired term of the vacant position ifl less than nine 
months, the board of truste:es may elect a. tru.;-.cee for the unex­
pired term. 

Section 3. The board of trustees shall prescribe rules for the 
conduct of its business: provided that the board shall meet in 
regular meeting at least once each year. At least three .mem­
bers of the five shall constitute a quorum; ard a majority of 
those present shall determine all questions before the board ex­
cept where a larger vote is required by these by-laws. 

Section 4. Trustees to be elected by the members shall be nomi­
nated and elected in the same manner as applies to the officers. 
of the corporation. 

ARTIClE III - OF;'ICERS - DUTIES 

Section .1~ The officers of this corporation shall be a president 
~ vice~prosident, a secretary, a treasurer and a sergeant-at-arms: 
.!:!;8Ch officer, respectively, shall have the powers and duties cus­
tdlmarily vested in officers with these prescribed titles includ-
ing the !'allowing: ' 

(a) Tho president shall serve as the chief executive officer 1md 
shall carry out the decisions of the board of truster 'l or, whe:re 
pertinent, the resolutions of the membership. He sha.1.l serve ex­
officio, as a member and cha:trman of the board of t~ustees. He 
shall appoint all standing and special committees and deslgnate 
their chairman; and he shall otherwi.. se promote the aims and objects 
of the cornor<Jt.inr. 

'P~-4 
{ b) .'rho vice-president shall preside at all meotinrp of the mem­
bers during the absence ·of the president· and shall be available to 
perform·· services on behalf" of the president, includirg committee 
WJ·rk and services. 

(c) The secretary sh~ll keep the miPutes of the meetings, main­
tain the membership records, and serve as the custodian of the 
books And recnrds and shall be the custodian of the official seal.The 
secretary shall ulso serve ex-of1'1clo as secretary of bo~d of trusteef;, 
(d) The treasurer shall serve us custodian of the fW1ds oft m cor­
poration and as its chief financial offic-er. He shall also serve 
as the budget officer. 

(e) The sergeant-at-arms shall assist the president in maintaining 
order at all meetings of the membership and eh::tll as.sist the presi­
dent in making arra~~ments for mee-tings. 

Section 2. The terms of office for all officers shall be for one 
year and until their successor is elected !::l.nd asstut.es the duties of 
offiCe. Each ter.m shall begin July 1 following the' annuul meeting. 
Neither the president, the vice-pres~dent nor the sergeant-at-arms 
shall )le elected to serve more than two full terms .l.n succession . 
The bo~rd cf trustees shall have power to fill !:ill vocancies in 
office for the unexpired term. 

Section ). The members shall have power to recull till officer or 
t:z:.1tstee and to declare the position of" the incumbent vacated, W1-
der votinc procedure as prescribed for the adoption of amendments 
to these by-laws. 

Section h. '.:'he fiscal affairs of this co:'J;:Ct':.Lt:f.on shall b~.: conducted 
on a fiscal sear basis commencing Sept. 1 ancl 1mdine. or. the follovling 
..... ug. 31. Eat ll.:iter than June 1, in each year, the bourd of trustees 
shall udopt u budget for the following fiSCfJl year, ~~hich budget r.;ay 
be a:riended by the bot~rd of trustees: as necessary during t!"..e iiscel 
year and shall constitute the basic control of the fiscal affair·. of 
this corporation. 

Section 5. ...i.ll payments or. contributiont=~ mude b;;' sustaining members 
or continuine members, c·r donated to the corporation expr6ssley for 
the purposes of producin£: investment income, shu~l be deposited in 
an investment fun:l di',G kept invested under the direction of the 
bo .... rd of trustees. Exceptine the authoriz.ec. refund in case of 
expulsion of the agency sponsoring a continuine member, the 
principal amount of the investment fund shall not be expehded 
without th~ consent of the members under voting procedure· as 
prescribed for the adoption of amendrr.ents to th~se by-laws. 

section 6. In the event of the voluntary dissolution of thiS 
corporation, the board of' trustees shall donate its assets to 
a non-profit corporation or association havine as its principle 
airn and object the promotion of amateur astronomy. In th~ event :!l:f 
tho involuntary dissolution of this corporation, its assets 
shall be disposed of' in accord with the dissolution proceedings. 

Section 7. The president may appoint a historian; director, 
Junior Division; director, i'!ational Parks Program; t:Achnical 
advisor; and parliamentarian. · 

ARTIClE IV COMMITTEES 

section l. T~re shall be standing committees, each of odd nWil­
bers, on membership; and on education, together with such addition­
al standiM committees as shall ·be established b:'t' the t:o;..rd of' 
trustees, 
Sec.t1un 2. The president shall have the power to establish special 
committees to ·serve a special purpose, including, but not limited 
to, an audit co:mnittee, observatory sit~ committee and a nominating 
committee. 

bRTICLE V - MISCELLANEOUS 



·o ·a '~Z uo~2U1l:s:en. 
~Jc;~A~Ssqo, 1~~BN 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL ASTRONOl.'ERS, I!IC., OFFICIAL BALLO'l' 

Question: Shull the new constitution and by-luws in text m~iled 
herewith, urrl filed with the secretary, be adopted? 

y z sLJ N oO 
_- - - (Fold outw~:.~.rd, so t.he.t signature below is exposed)~-- - f 

1.:ark your ballot:·: in space indicated above and delivl'!r or mail to: 

kr. Morton Schiff, secretary, NCA 
2901 !Sth St., l!.i'i. (apt. JOS) 
~ushington, ~.C. 20009 

J,:ail in time to permit receipt before Oct. 25, ... .,_.,.. 
lnstr·uction t 0 tellers: Do not expose this ?allot~ Cut off sig­
natures below, after riGht of voter to vote 1s ver1fiefr, then put 

t · Cut on line below. in bal}o_t ~o~ !a: :o~n- 1~e.: __________________ _ 

Si~nuture of voter~------------------------------------------------

yuyt:::.r·, o.r· aouse organ, ttna pres or 1be 1 ts 1Jolicies. Such 
publication shell be furnished each member, excepv that o~ly one 
copy of each issue shell be furnished a family group. The president 
shall appoint the editor end th.-!l staff of such publication. All 
notices to memhers shall be published.in the official publication and 
shall constitute the legal notices of the corporation to its mem­
bers. 
Section 2. The Board of Trustees is authorized to contract with 
the publishers of a national periodical pri.n:arily concerrn d with 
·astronoruy whereby .rr.embers of this corporation, as a r.terr.be+ship privi­
lege, muy obtair.. a grouJ! subsCl'iption to such J.Ublication. 

Section 3. The boELrd of trustees shall have the power to adopt an cr­
ficitil Corporate seal. 
Section 4. The of:..icers ~nd trusteeS shtill serve ;Jithout remuneration. 

- -- ·--- -
ARTIClE VI - Q.UORUM - l:::EETINGS 
section 1. Twenty percent of the membership in terms of voting 
power shall constitute a quorum far the transaction of busineso 
by the members, including elections ani" voting on amendments to 
th~ constitution or by-laws; and, excepting a propo-
sition to amend the constitution or these by-laws, or vo expel 
a member or a sponsoring agency (which shall require a tv.·o­
thirds vote), a majority vote shall control, 

Section 2. The annual meeting Shall be held on the first Satur­
day in May of each year and regular meeting shall be held on the 
first Saturday of' each month. exceptiniZ A!av. J'uly and August. 
The };resident may call special member-meeting,s; tliey muy ulso be call­
ed at the request of three members of the bo~rd of trustees. Only 
business Specified in the notice of special meeting shall be :trans­
acted at such a meeti~. The annual meeting and regular meetings 
shall be held at such .hour· and place as shall be prescribed by 
1·esolution of the board of -trusteer. Specia·l meetings shall be he]il. 
on such a date and at such hour and place as shall be specified in 
~he notice of special meeting, 

Section 3. Robert's Rules of Order shall. be the authority on ali 
questions of Pl'Ocedure und parliamentary law not covered by these 
bY-l~.:~w~. 

AR'riCLE VII - :OIECTIONS 

~ection 1. On a date not later than March 1 in each year, the 
president shell ap' oint a nominating committee chare;ed with nom­
inating _c;:andldates for office and trustee. 'rhe nonlinatine com­
mittee ~hould subrr.it its rep·ort not later tll<:>n the April 
regular mee tin;:z;. 
In the event that there is no contest for any office o~ that af 
trustee, those nomim:.ted by thE. coJll.lrtittee n;uy be elected by· voice 
vote or a show ol" h~:~nds ;dthoutthe f'ormali.ty of bcl11otin.g. 

Section 2. CandidateS for office or trustee may be .nominated by 
petition signed by not Jc ss than ten members in terms of votiQ3 
power. There shall be no nomination from the t'loor: provided, 
however, upon a show of at least fivt:l hands indicutinc that they 
wish to nominate a person or persons "for office o::- trustee, the 
president shall recess the annual meeting for 15 minutes ~o give 
these members time to present to the presidirg officer a ~omln8ting 
petition signed by 1;1t least ten members in terms of votin,; power. 

END OF BY-LA\';s 


