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A METEQRITE ODYSSEY

something like 10B metecrs enter the earth‘s stmosphere,

AU R I S Moat of these are vaporized completely by the high entry temperstures,
LR R but a2 small fraction are sufficiently massive to survive their fiery

i TRlaim 3w Sve.me plunge; these may often be found and recognized by a careful rock col-

HE ORI S I lector. Meteorites of course carry useful clues as to the composition
_Z:’,‘ 2;{ A of matter in interplanetary space, and to the age and origin of the solar

P. Henderson, a curator at the Smithsonian Institution,

and well-known authordlty on meleorites, will describe the field work in-
volved in obtaining, identifying, and studying meteorites, as well as sum-
marizing the knowledge gleaned to date from these fascinating intruders.

emphasis on field work, and the techniques for recogniazing

metecrites, will be of interest to amateurs who would like %o take up this

they can mzke a worthwhile contributicn to science.

Dr. Henderson has been associated with the Smithsonian Institution

of his career. He received his PhD in astronomy from
in 1963.
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CALENDAR

6:15 p.m, Dinner with the speaker. Massin‘*s, at the
corner of lhith & Penn. N.W. ¢all Jerry Hwison 948~-2809
to make reservations.

B:15 p.m. A METEORITE OPYSSEY. Dr. Edward P. Henderson,
Smithsonian Institution. Departmental Auditorium.
Followed by regular business meeting.

8:15 p.wm. Discussion Group. Dept. of Commerce, Rm. 2062,
Mr. John Stolarik, former president of N.C.4. will dese
cribe a recent trip to Norway with N, A.S.A. and experiments
conducted there with releases of barium into the upper
atmosphere.

GENERAL MEETING OF JUNIOR DIVISION at 7:30 P.M. in the
Dept. of Commerce auditorium., All Juniors are urged to
attend.

JUNIOR DIVISION ASTRONOMY CLASS. Sunday afterncen at 3 P.M.
in the Planetarium of the Meontgomery Junior College. Call
Mark Goldberg 933=-0823 to confirm date.

TELESGGPE MAKING CLASS at Chevy Chase Commonity Center &t
7:30 with Hoy Walls.

I

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE APRIL MERTING WILL BE HEID AT THE DEPARTMENTAL AUDITORIIM
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Page 2
THE EARLY DAYS OF THE NAVAL OPSERVATORY (MARCH LECTURE)

In 1825, President John Quincy Adams first went before Congresa to plead
for support of his Mlighthouses of ihe sky". He was distressed that there

(He let the Presgident look at the moon through one of his telescopes one
nightl) At the beginning of the Givil War in 1861, Mauwry, a Virginian,
reaigned from his post at the obgervatory and joined the Confederacy. at

was not a single astronomical observatory in all of America. There were PATE IRy Ar ¥ D PuC. %D Sabafe mac se b Fenceur ELGTPA CUSP VA MDON  SUH L4 CCINNATION WiW
grave doubts that Congress had the authoarity to establish such an institu— © e BEE NG ANGL BEG ALT AZL ALT DEG LOHE..LAT Me%
tion, and for mety years idams' appeals for a national ohservatery went x SR i TR S TR R TR
unheeded, Minally, in 1842, Congress appropriated $25,000 for a new and i D D DR ERl en te snamr s e
enlarged Depot of Charts and Instruments (vhich vitimately became the U,S. E e R IR e o ST "’-"”"”-""55‘5’“““‘3’5
Naval (bservatery) largely through the effarts of Navy Lieutenant James M. Er-d--Filoe v ciiwer mim .
Gilliss. w a1 ) mes e A Y i ﬂ:?—iHi’i'
Lt. Gilliss wms put in charge of drawing the plans and securing the '?EEL E '5‘1": }E ‘g iz ;”EE:-’ EE;E% UREE b Gk g
required instruments for the new observatary. While Lt. Gilliss was busy a3 :}E AR s Tz ::E EE b ool T
with these activities, another Navy Lieutenant by the name of Matthew P. L P s 4 s Tl oy o 5 s el
Mamry was looking for a command on lsnd because a leg injury made sea duty IR C I R IR S R
impossible for him. L, Maury was a capable navigatar and, in fact, had PSR B L R I S
written an cutstanding textbook on navigation. He was alsc quite an oppor- msoam RIS AL R e R e R
tonist, and when Lt. Gilliss was in Eurcpe purchasing telescopes, Lt. Maury R O R TR R i
managed to get himgelf appointed Superintendent of the new cbservatory by R R R A LR 51
gaining faver with the right pecple high in the Navy and the government. e G brenand IR N R
o R e e e e T s s
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7oeaaE BT OMAX L1& TR 40N 22 3 274
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o ~gyis pe -
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the Agtronomical League along with Mr. Frank Cecil of paltimore, Regicnal wmadoTan N i a3 150 WU 178 73 aiu 16 b lor
Treasurer, attended the 13th Anniversary Dinner of the Harrisburg Astron- HAR I B nares e ia v e 210 -3 iz am ey
APA Y A kn 3w v a '3 "
omical Soclety on Feb. 15th.: After the dinner they visited the New Astron- panTan oL UM i s BiML OIS s e 2020
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. . ::: {:_ '; M6, 5 o3 _A ZIZA3% ISA0NT 7:9*"2 B0 WAN 17T 294 ng: zgé ﬁ ;2:
STARDUSY, the monthly publication of the Harrisburg group carries a e TIETh N 2 NN BN TIN 1 o e A5 a3 e
A ! APR 1S g A .85 . - 48 11 200
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REGIONAL CONVENTION - The Amateur Astromomers Asan. of Pittsburghcordially A a3 00
invites all members to the Middle East Regicnal Convention to be held
June 14, 15, and 16, 1968.



