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COMETs 
The following reports are excerpteQ r~m the SAO Circular 

II•• 1997 : 

COMET WILD~l967o) 

Dr• M •. Sehftrer, Astronomioa.l Institute, Bern UniVersity, 
cables that Mr. Paul Wild has discovered a comet a.s follows: 

1967 UT 

Feb. 11.089 

Dec .. Mag. 

12 

Obj"ect diffuse, wt.h central condensation or nueleua. tail 
less than 1. 0 

COMET SEKI(l967b) 

1967 UT 

Feb. 10.553 

R.A. 

l9h10m 

n·tffuae with nucleau. 

Library, 
Naval ~bservatory 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dec. 

25°35' 

: 

Mag. 

10 
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SOVIET ASTRONOMER TO ADDRESS NCA 

Dr. D· D· Polojentsev is sen
ior astronomer at the Pulkovo Ob
servatory, USSR, and is head of 
the computing laboratory. He grad
uated. forom··State University of 
Leningrad in 1952, aad. rece.ived his 
oandidS.te:<<degree (equivalent to our 
Ph.D) in 1955· Dr. Polojentsev is a 
s'pecialist in meridian aatro•e:t·J7 
and in using computers :for the red.uo
tion of observational data. He part
icipated in the PulkovG Observat~r, 
expedition to South America· for mer.:~ 
!dian circle observations o:f the 
Southern Reference Star Program. He 
is a member of the !nternational 
Astronomical Union •. Dr• Polojentaev 
1a currently associated with the u.s. 
Naval Observat·ory 1n the As troaet17 
and AstropbY-stCs Division o~ an 
exchange progra•· 

Dr. Polojentee. will preaent a lecture about the history an• 
present conditions at the Pulkovo Observator,y 1nclu4ing its sc1en
ttt1o activity in astrometry, aatrophysios, and radto astronomy. 
Weatured will be colored slides of some of the Pulkovo Observatory 
tnatrumentS and buildings. 

IWlCH 

. .. 
CAIBIIDAR 

4 PULKOVO OBSERVATORY, YESTERDAY AND TODAY by Dr. D· D. 
Polojentsev in the Interior· Department Auditorium at 
8:15 P.M. The Inte~1or Department is located on D St. 
between 18th and 19th Ste. Bussiness •eeting atter the 
lecture. 

Dinner wth the speaker at 6:15 P.M. For further 1nfor.
·ation and reservations please call: Mr. Anderson 
CI~6-6324. 

3,10 0l7,24TELESCOFE MAKING CLASS at Chevy Chase Community Center 
rrom 7:30 to 10:00 P.M. with Hoy Walls. 

3,17 TELESCOPE MAKING CLASS at McLean High School, McLean,Va. 
with Grady Whitney. 
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.ft:BRUARY LECTURE - TRANSIT CIRCLES 

our February speaker, Dr. B. L. Klock of the U.s. Naval Ob
•·ervatory, brought us up to date on recent developements in astro-. 
aetry, the centu.ries-old branch of astronomy dealing with measure
aont of star positions. Astrophystcs, radio astronomy have tended 
to overshadow this ancient but still very impo~tant sc1ent1f1c 
activity. 

~he principle tool of the positional astronomer is the transit 
aircle telescope invented in 1704. It resembles a giant surveyor's 
transit~axoept that it can turn only in the plane of the observer'• 
aer14.1an. The 6-inah transit circle at t.he Naval Observat'o.ey has 
••termined.atar coordinates since 1895. It has been continually 
1aproved ~er the years for more precise.measurements. An •xcellant 
.•escription of this instrument appears in as articleby a former 
.JIO:&: junior member, Paul Hemenway, in February, 1966 is-sue of S~ 
. UI) TELESCOPE • 

Astronomers use great ingenuity in devising techniques for 
re•ucing observational errors made by transit instruments. System
at1c errors are virtually eliminated by periodically reversin! 
the instrument, ronattng the circles, inverting the field of the 
observer optically, and so forth. rnstrumental errors are minimize• 
~1 the great precision in the design, construction, and mounting at 
transit telescopes. Observational accuracy is kept high by photo
~raphio recording of c.ircle readings and automatic measuring of' 
the resulting photographic record by equipment capable of punch1ng 
c.,ta directly onto IBM punch cards. The Naval Observatory is con-
~ructing a 6-~h transit telescope, to be put into operation 
lfOn at Flags_tatr, Arizon{l, whichwill have a 1~-inch diameter, 2048 
iile Indli.ctoSyn that reCo"rds precise position angles electronically·-.; 

so far all o:r the observing with the Naval Observatory's. 
6-inch transit cirC.le has been done visuallY· A single observ:tng 
program may require four to seven years for completion. However 
the Observatory is planning to build an automatic star tracker 
working on a photoelectric principle which will be capable of 
0.05 second of arc accuracy. 

Most of the star .catalogues heretofore have been heavily 
weighted toward the northern hemisphere. However, three astro
... trtc expeditions are headed for the southern hemisphere to 
:r.aeif this shortcoming. The Naval. Observatory is going to Argen
'111na, the Germans to Australia, and Soviet astronomers to Cb1le.-

Leith Holloway 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

We remind you again that the 1.967. Astronomical League 
Convention will be held here fn Washington. Bob Wright is still 
l~oking for at least sixty more early registrations. The reas 
are .2.00 for individaals and. 63.00 for familia. Let's get 
vltb it t See Bcb Wright at the next meeting or put your check 
ctn the mail to him tocl'a:y. 

·' 
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4ALL FOR CONVENTION WORKERS 

Volunteers are nee4ed to serve on the va~ious convention 
oomaittees: e.g. exhibits, regietratton,hospitality, banquet, 
8to. Take an active part in ma~ing this affair the success it 
should be. People are needed now to assist in the Planning 
or the convention and more will be required during the conven
tion to assist in many ways. Please call Bob Wright or any o:r the 
officers and let them know where you can help. 

!lEW I!EMBE!lS 

The :rollowing a~plied for membershiP at the February meeting: 

Regular William E. Herget 
1410 s. George Mason Dr • 
Arlington 1 Va. 22204 

Ernest E. Steinbrecher 
3122 Friars Rd. 
Bethesda 1 Md· 20034 

J•1nt ••••• Jack and Deborah Warner 
841 3rd. st.,s.w. 
1iaahtngton, D.c. 20024 

j~TION METEOR BUFFS 

Ye are in receipt o:r the following letter from the Big Sky 
.-tronom1cal society: 

• We would appreciate if you would ask your members at your 
~ext aeetin~ if they would be interested in doing some meteor 
.-serr~hg for the Meteor Division of the Big Sky Astronomical 
Bociety. 

" We would supply all forms for these members "interested 
.in dOing meteob research for us. 11 

Interested persons may contact T·rudy Dellar, 931-1081, ror 
tb.e aadress. 

CIALENDAR (c~~nt. from p. 1) 

1,8,15,22, TELESCOPE MAKING CLASS with Bill Isherwood at the 
29 Prince George• a County Board o:r Education Materiel 

Center, Bladensburg, Md. 

10 BBSERVING NI.GHT AT THE 5-INOH' on the grounds of the 
U-.s. Naval Observatory with Larry White :rrom 8:30 
to 10:30 P.M. 

18 DISCUSSION GROUP at 8:15 P.M., DepartEent of Commer
ce, Rooa 2062- -BOOK NIGH!, SHOW AND TELL 


