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COMET WILD(1967c) ’ SOVIET ASTRONOMER TO ADDRESS NCA

Dre M. Schilrer, Astironomlcal Instltute, Bern Unlversity,

oebles that Mr. Paul Wild hses dlscovered a comet as follows: Dr. D. D. Polojentsev 1s sen-

lor sstronomer at the Pulkove Ch-
Bervatory, USSR, and is head of P
the computing laboratory. He grad- t
uated from - State University of s
Leningred in 1952, amd recelved hils
eandidatesdegree (equivalent to our
Ph.D) in 1955. Dr. Folojentsev i & |
Bpeclelist in meridian astromeiry i
|
|

1967 Ul R.4. Dec. Mag.
Feb. 11.089 Tnl6.5m 81451 12

Object diffuse, wih central condensation or nucleus, tail
less than 1°

COMET SEKI(1967b)
1967 UT © ReA. Dec. © Mage
Fab. 10.553 19h10m 25°351 10

and in using computers for the reduo=-
tion of observational data. He part-
lcipsted in the Pulkove (bservatoby
expedltion to Scuth Amerlca for merr :
1dlan circle cbservations of the o
Southern Reference 3tar Program. He 1
18 a member of the Intermatiocnal I
Astronomical Unlon.. Dr. Polojentsey
18 currently associated with the U.3.
Naval Cbservatory in the Aatrometry
and Astrophysdcs Division od ahn
exchange Drogrem.

Dr. Polojenisev will present 2 lecture about the history #nd
present conditlone at the Pulkovo Cbservatory including 1ts sclen-
t1flc actlivity in astrometry, astrophysics, and radic astronomy.
Peatured wlll be colored slldes of some of the Pulkove Qbservatory
instruments and buildinga.
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Diffuse with nucleau.
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MARCH 4 PULKOVO OBSERVATORY, YESTERDAY AND TODAY by Dr. D. D.
Polo)entsey 1n the Interler Department Audlitorlum at
G 8:15 P.M. The Interior Department 1s located on D St.
between 18th and 19th Ste. BusBiness meeting after the
lecturse.

ey

Dinner wth the speaker at 6:15 F.M. For further ilnform-
‘ation and reservations please call: Mr. Anderson
OI-6-6324.

3,10,17,24TELESCOPE MAKING CLASS at Ohevy Chase Community Center i
from T:30 to 10:00 P.M. with HOy Walls. »
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3,17 TELESCOPE MAKING CLASS at McLean Hligh Scheool, McLean,Va. |
= . : - with Grady wWhitney.
Library, B y Whitney

Naval @bsarvatory
Washington 25, D.C.
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'FEBRUARY LECTURE - TRANSIT CIRCLES

our Februery spesker, Dr. B. L. Klock of the U.3. Navel Ob-
servatory, brought us up to date on recent developements in astro=
metry, the centuries-old branch of aatronomy dealing with messure=
ment of star positions. Astrophysilce, radlo astronomy have tended
to overshadow thls amcient but still very importent sc¢lentlfle
sotivity.

The principle tool of the positlional astronomer is the itransit
oircle telescope invented in 1704. It resembles a gilant surveyor's
transitcmxcept that 1t can turn only in the plane of the observer's
meridlan. The 6-inch transit circle at the Naval Observatory has
determined. star coordinates since 1895. It has been continually
improved oter the years for more preclse measurements. An #xcellent
.description of thilas instrument appears in as articleby a Tormer
NOA' junlor mewber, Paul Hemenwey, in February, 1966 1ssue of SKW
-AND TELESCOPE.

Astronomers use great ingenuity in devising techniques for
reducing cbservatlonal errore made by translt instruments. Jystem-
atic errors are virtually eliminated by periodically reversing
the instrument, rotating the circles, inverting the field of the
pbserver optically, and so forth. Instrumental errors are nininlzed
by the great preclsion in the deslgn, conatruction, snd mounting aof
transit telescopes. Observational sccuracy is kept high by photo-
graphic recording of clrcle readings and automatic measuring of
the resulting photographic record by equipment capable of punching
dats directly onto IBM punch cards. The Naval Observatory is con~
#ructing a 6-inch transit telescope, to be put 1nto operation
gdon &t Flagstaff, Arlzong,whichwlll have a 12-inch diameter, 2048 -
Pole Inductosyn that Fédords pPrecise poeltion angles electronlcallyw

© 80 far ell of the observing with the Naval Observatory's
6=1nch transit clréle has been done visually. A single chasrving
program may require four to seven years for completlon. However
the Cbservatory is planning to build an automatic star tracker
working on a photoelectric princlple which will be capable of
0.05 second of arc accuracye.

Most of the star catslogues heretofore have been heavily
weighted toward the northern hemlsphere. However, three astro-
metric expeditions sre headed for the southern hemlsPhere to
Jyemedy this shortcoming. The Naval Observatory 18 going to Argen-
%ina, the Germans to Australils, and Soviet astronomers to Chiles

" Leith Holloway
QONVENTION REGISTRATION

We remind you agaln that the 1967 sstronomical Lesgue
Convention will be held here in Washington. Bob Wrlght is still
looking for at least sixty more early registrations. The fees
are $2.00 for individusls and $3.00 for familis. lLet's get
with it ! See Bob Wright at the next meeting or put your cheek
in the mall to him today.
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QALL FOR CONVENTION WORKERS

Volunteers are needed to serve on the various convention
committess: e.g. exhlblts, reglatration,hospitality, banguet,
ate. Take an active part in making thls affalr the success it
should be. People are nesded now to assist in ths planning
of the convention and more will be required durlng the conven-—
tion to agsist in many ways. Please call Bob Wright or any of the
offlcere and let them know whers you can help.

KEW MEMBERS

The following sRplled for membership at the February meeting:

Regular ... William E. Herget
1410 8. George Mason Dr.
Arlington, Va. 22204

Ernest E. Stelnbrecher
3122 Friars Rd.
Bethesds, Mi. 20034

Jeint ...s. Jack and Deborah Warner
841 3rd. St.,5.W.
Washlngton, D.C. 20024

ATIENTICN METEGR BUFFS

We are In receipt of the followlng letter from the Big Bky
Astronomicel Soclety:

" We would sppreciate if you would 28k your members at your
mext meeting 1f they would be interested in dolng some meteor
;bs:r:&hg for the Meteor Division of the Big 3ky Astronomical

ecisty.

" We would supply zll forms for these members interested
in doing meteopr research for us.”

Interested persons may contact Trudy Dellar, 931-1081, for
the address.

OALENDAR (csnt. from p. 1)

1,8,15,23, TELESCOPE MAXING CLASS with Bill Isherwood at the

Prince George's County Board of Education Msoteriel
Center, Bladsensburg, Md.

10 BBSERVING NIGHT AT THE 5-INCH'on the grounds of the

U.8. Noval Observatory with Lar ite H
to 10:30 P.M. i Ty Wnite from 8:30

18 DISCUSSION GROUF at 8:15 P.M., Department of Commer-
ce, Room 2062 -~ - BOOK NIGHT, SHOW AND TELL




