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MIDDEE EAST REGONIAL CONVENTICON

Fifteen NCA members were among the nearly 100 attending the
convention on ug. 19. Those attending were Jim Krebs, Hoy Walls,
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Griggs, Thelma Cressy, M».& Mrs. Morton Schiff,
Mr. & Mrs. Grady Wittney & deughter, Martiha Lew, Mr. & Mrs. Bob
Wright & dsughter Susan, and Mr. & Mrs., Bill Lipscomb. i

The convention was held at the Coaoa Inn, on the corner of
gocon & Choolate St. in Hershey, Pa. The morning began with s
business sesslon, followed by a talk by Mr. George Doschek, fThis
was Tollowed by a round-table discussion on the programs of the
various soeleties, and a digeussion of satellite stations. After
lunch, more pepers were presented, including one by Jim Mullaney
on the clasgification of deep sky cbjects as they sppesr through
telescopes of various sizes. Thig ides 1s the game as was given
in "TIPS". Our Virginis group 1s the only one outside Pittsburgh
that ls cooperating with Mr. Mollaney in this work.

Donald Eeidig of Harrlsburg, spoke on problems in building a
gix 4inoch Meksutov telescope. At the final business session new
offiocers were eleoted: Cheirmen, Anthony Doschek, FPittsburgh,
Vice Chairmen, James Molleney, Pittsburgh; Treasurer Sdwerd
Neilos, Harristurg; Secretary, Emil Vslohek, W:llmingtonr Del,
At dinner, Dr, Flcoknles Wagman gpoke on "Astronomy Today," 1In
the evening <there wes to have been a star party, dut it was
cloudy &0 movies wers shown instead.

Dr. Krebs extended san inviteiion +to the TLesgue to hold &
mooting here in Weshington on May 12. The invitation was acvept-
ed and Bob Wright will be chairmoan of the meeting.
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MARYLAND - D. C. JUNIORS

J. L. Holloway, who has recentiy returned from studying me-
teorology on the west oocest, will regume hig old post of Junior
Director beginnirg +his September, Thig is good news for us
¥aryland Junicrs, who can remember the mathematlosl marvels thai
he used to comeoet. 'In this post be succeeds Jim Xrebs, who will
step up to *%the F. C. A. Presidency. Thank you very mch, Jim
for your ocompetert lsadership.

The World Eight program has been hampered by inolement wes=
ther. Only one cut of six nights has been olear. Drawings nmede
at other times will meke up somewhat for those missed due to bad
weather. It sppesrs now that the Pergeid meteors will be clouded
out ocompletely. I muet consult the Weather Buresm sbout this de-
pressing situetion.

One of the 1%*ems on the agenda of the September meeting is
that of new members. With the gradustion of d£ive more of our
group we have only sbout four hard-core persomnel left. FPlease
bring any interested friends to the September meeting so that
they may meet the K. C. C., and we may meet them.

Chris Walker

Md.~DG Junior Editor
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NOTED ASTROPHYSICIST TO SPEAK ON VENUS

At the BSeptémber meeting we
will again be priviledged to have as
our apesker Dr. Ernat 7. Opik, vise
iting professor of agirophysies, Un-
iversity of Maryland, sand research
aggociate (on lemve), Armagh Cbser-
vatory in Northgrn Ireland. Inst
November Dr. pik gave & very in-
teresting lecture on the subject of
comets. This +*ime he will spesk on
the surfege coconditions of Venus.

Venua, The ZEarth's nearest
neighbor sunward, receiving 91 per
cont more solar radistion but uwbil-
G 1iingthabsorbing) 24 per eent less

+hen ¢ Barth, is in other respects
Dr. Ernst J. bpik also zimiler to our globe., Its dia-
meter ig 0.961, mass 0.814, mean density 0.916, and surface grav-
ity 0.881 of the ocorresponding terrestial values ( these figures
are quoted as recently revised by the spesker). A thick atmos-
phere with contimons ¢londs covers the surface., It was believ-
ed, until guite recently, that the cléuds were water clouds, and
that Venus was & true sister planet of Earth, harboring 1life in
o somewhat more humid and warm climete, perhaps similar to the
olimate of the carboniferous period on Earth, 250 million years
8804

Yodern data, critically discussed by the speaker, lead to a
pioture which is very different from thisg imaginary paradise.
Almost complete absence of water, whose searceity has been recent-
1y oonfirmed by Dr. John Strong from observations during the
Ross - Moore belloon flight: sabsence of oxygen in cobservable
amounts; huge amounts of carbon dioxide, not removed from the at-
mosphere by plants as on Earth; various photometrie, bolometric
and rediometric data, -- &ll point to Venus as & borderless des-
ert, levelled by winds during millions of centuries, with chok-
ing dust filling the stmosphere and forming the clouds of Venus,
The portion of the atmosphere below the clouds, oalled "asolo-
ghpere or wind region by the writer, ocompletely prevents sun-
light from reaching the surface. There, in complete darkness, at
a temperature of about 500° P which is maintained by wind frig-
$ion, & sltuation preveils +that is properly deseribed as a veri-
table hell.

The reasons for suech a conclusion will be pointed out in
detall, ineluding recent radar observations made at the Jet Prop-
wleion Ieboratory in Californis. Contrary +o announcements,
these latter do not necesgarily point to a long pericd of rob-
ation of 200 ~ 400 days but, rather, to & surface which is less
rough than +he Moon's comparsble in smoothness to terrestial
plaing undisturbed by rain or rivers, and to & period of rotation
ot shout 15 - 40 days. WAY-L Ubac-,
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or. Bpikx is & native of Bstonia, a smell country formerly
independent. now under Communist rule. He graduated in astronomy
at Moacow University in 1916, was an astronomer in Taghkent in
Gentral Asia, =and Tartu, Estonis; wvisiting lecturer at Harvard;
- Estonlan Reetor of Baltic University, which waa run by Baltio
rofugess and the British Military Government in Hamburg after the
war. His most recent popular book is "The Oscillating Universem
{a Mentor paperback).

CALENDAR FOR SEPTENBER

9 SURFACE COKDITIONS OF VENUS by Dr. Brnst J. Opik, Dept of
Commercs Auditorium, 8:15 P.M. DBusiness meeting follows

9 MARYLAND-DC JUNIORS MEETING at the Chevy Chase Communit
Center, 56ClL Connscetiout Avenue, W.W., 2:00 P.M. Leit
Hollowsy will lerd a genersl dilseussion on astronomy and
Jjunior »lans. ’

10 EXPLORING THE SKY - 8:00 P.M., Ft. Reno Park, 40th and
Chesapeake Streets, N. V.

15 OBSERVING AT THE FIVE INCH -~ 8:15 F.M. at the Naval Obs-
ervatory with Larry White. TYour NCA card will sdmit yon.

16 GOCKOUT & STARS presented by the National Capital Parks,
at the Kabure Van, Pionie area 16, Glover Road just south
of Military Roed near the Nature Center.

18 TELESGCPE MAKING CLASS begins at the Chevy Chase Commun-
1ty Certer, 5601 Connectiout Avenue, at 7:30 P.M. with
Hoy Walla.

23 DISCUSSION GROUP 8:15 P.M. Department of Commerce Foyer.

Topic to be announced. ZExecutive meeting to Lfollow.

25 VIRGINIA JUNIORS  Obgserving at the home of Edward Cragg.
B117 N Z3rd Street, Arlington, Virginia,

30 EXPLORING THE SKY - 8:00 P.M. at Ft. Reno Park.
' EEEEER:

G OMET

There is raported to be a 4th magnituvde comet visible near
gastor and Pollux in the N. E.
ASTRUEOMY BOOKS

Astronomy bocks may be ordered through +the Astronomical
Leagune at a2 10 per cent disscount. If interested contast the Seo-
rotary, Ellen Stolarik RE 6-4321.
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MOTOR CITY HOSTS ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE

The fifteenth annual oonvention of the Astronomiocal League
tock place July 1 through July 3 in Detroit, Michigan., Five H.
C. A, members were among those attending: Grasce and Armand Spitsz,
Betty and Bill Lipgoomb, &and Edward Cragg. The convention wag
woll attended with delegates from all sections of the ocountry.
Our headquarters were loeated in the Henrose Hotel, in downtown
Detroit, where most of the delegates were staying. We were
groeted with a heat wave, the likes of which we hsd left in Wash-
1ng:on, but whieh is repubted tb be something unusual in these
p arcs. ’

Segglons began Saturday morning, with business sessions, and
& paper by Dr. Dennis Walsh of the University of Michigen, en-
titled "Radlo Weves from OQur Galaxy." OSaturday afternoon wag
taken up with s f£isld trip te the University of Mishigen, Radio
Pelsscope Observatory, at Peash Mountaln, Mjichigsin, Evening
hours gaw delegates visiting the headmuarters of the Detroit Ag-
tronomical Soclety and for some & glimpse of the thousands of
gouare dancers, wWhose oconvention was in its Zinal hours as ours
began. Sunday was taken up for the most part by a long and in-
teresting segsion of the Association of Iunar snd Flanetary Ob-
gervers, broken st midday by the address of Dr, Hslen Sawyer Hogg
entitled "Astronomy in Canade Today." Meny N. C. A. members will
remember her fine leocture & fow years ago, this waz of no less
gtature. Sunday evening after we had been gnapped for poasterity
on the steps of the o0ld eity hsll, we banqueted at the hotel, and
heard sn amsing address by Dr. Harvey Merker, formerly of +he
Parke Davis Co, He spoke on '"Medience through the Ages”,in hig
more sericus moments. Monday was taken up with a variety of pa-
pers, mogtly on-ingtrumentation. Barly in the afterncon the fin-
al business session took place at which the offieersg for the com-
ing year were elected, namely; Normen Delke of 3eattls, Weshing-
ton, President; Ralph Dakin of Rochester, New York, Viee Presi-
dent; Dr. Herman Sehested of Fort Worth, Texas, Seoretary; and
Leonard Pardue of Miami, Florida, Treasurer,

Many N. C. A. members will recall & formsr N. C. A. nember
named Panl Davis who lefit us some years ago to more to Detroit,
He 1is now a member of the Detroit A&stronomical Society. Ve
visited Dbriefly with him end he asks to be remembered to all of
yo‘l:l..

ASTRO MURALS CHANGES HANDS

Grace and Armand 3pliz and Betty and Bill Lipscomb have an-
nounced +hat they heve Jointly aoguired the firm Astro Marels.
They are selling eduocational materials, namely beantifully repro-
gueced astronomicsl murels in three sizes of ten different celes-
tial objeots; a small book of obgervatory photographs, entitled
aportraid of the Universe"; and the Seelo Cel=sfial Globe, an
oubstanding star finder. They are expeating to expand the oper-
ations of this oompany in the coming months to cover & wide var-
iety of astronomical end other scientifie educational aids.
Their meiling sddress is 805 Maine Avenue, S. W., Washingbon 24,
D. 8., and phone inguires will be smswerad by Betty Lipscomb at
douth 5-3928.



