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OBSERVATIONAL DATA

During March the planet Mercurv moves from inferior
conjunction or the first to greatest western elongatlon
on the 28th. L% this elongatlon Mercdury is 28 degrees
distance from the sun, but is nevertheless too low in
the east at sunrise for easy observafion.

Vemis is arn evening star and can be‘seed'iow in the
west after sunset during the later part of ‘the month,

Mars is in Scorpius and rises’ soon’after midnight,

Jupltnr is in Taurus this month. On the 15th it is
approximately on the merldxan at sunset and sets about
mldnlght. : :

Saturn is inv Libra and rises several hours dbefore.

midnight.
' _'Ao I!a Whlta

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR MARCH

Star

Date Mag. . Age Phase E.5.T,

9 9 Taur. N 4.9 D 81405 p.m.
10  BDAEN® 674 6.3 5.9 D -8:55.7 p.m.
i1 BDf2s° g 6.9 7.0 D 10:42.3 p.m.
12-13 BDfR3° 1h491. - 6.5 8.1 D 12:39.,2 aim,
13 BDf21° 1630° 6.8 8.9 I - 7:i3L.7 pem. -
13-14 79 Gemi 6.3 9.1 D 2:28.1 a.m.
22 9 b. Libr 6.5 18,1 R 10:50.9 p.m,
24-25sigma Seor 3.1 2042 R 1:28.8 a.m.

—4. L. Whlte

PROFESSOR -HENRY MARGENAU; well~known- philosopher«phyb
sicist and - author, gives the annual Joseph Henry lecture
before the Philosophical Society 4t 8#15, Friday, Merch
26 in the auditorium of the Cosmos Cliéb. His topic will
be MADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF A GASGAL INTERPRETAy
TION OF QUANTUM MECHANICS.! '
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\-jff-’f/y’. M

March . 6

STAR DUST
National Capital Astronomers

LI

March-195u

Vole 11, No. 7

***************************-**f

‘MARCH CALENDAR

THE JOVIAN VERSION OF -SUNSPOTS," Dr. James
C. Bartlett, J¥., dmerican International
Acadeny, Commerce ﬁuditorinm;‘gkl5ﬁP}‘M2

11 TRIP TO BELVOIR PLANETARIUM, Assermble at
~ Commerce Building 6:30'P. M,i

- 21 304111 5200 ~

20 SPECIAL DISCUSSION GROUP.
- (Story 1nside)

7_7 30 on~a Commerce Foyer.

Tuesdav and Frldez, 7-10 Pa M. Telescope Maklng Glass,,
Roosevelt High School, Room’ 319, 13th.and Upshur Sts.,”
N. W, Miss Irene Warthen, Instruchtor. Telephone Lo
h~1237. Miss Warthem is present on Fridays..

THE GIANT PLANET JUPITER is covered with an atmos-
pPhere of bittérly cold hydrogen gas “thousarids of mlles
thick. We can see bright and dark bands, vast’ clouds
and bright and dark spots drifting over its surface as .
the solid core inside spins around with a speed’ of more’
than 25,000 miles an hour at the equater. The clouds .
and spotg: partlcularly ‘the dark spots, are contlnually
changivig.” What aré theéy? What caused them? Are they
similar %o sunspots? -:Are they completely different?

Dr. James C. Bartlett of the American Internatlonal Aca-
demy has made a careful” 1nvest1gat10n of the spots on
Jupiter and -will discuss the proéblem: they present, giving

his own:codclusions on. an enlgma ‘that has pouzzled. astro—"{
Dre.-Bartlett hag doneareseardh -

nomers formany years. -
on planets, the moon and ‘the: sun

.-”' ‘)

THE- PITTSBURGH AAL has notlfied us. that he Middle -

(ﬁrticle insi&e)_i

Fast Regional Convention of the Astronommcal Leagne will *1

be held there May 29-31.

Hold open this Memorial Day s
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weekend and plan %o make the trip., Efforts will be made
to provide transportation in private cars at a cost to-
be established by each driver to cover his expenses..

ANNUAL CONVENTICN OF THE ASTRONMOMICAL IEAGUE is to be
in Madison, Wisccongin, July 3-5, We hope you will be abls
to attend. Bus transportation will be provided to a limited
number to view. tke. total eclipse of the sun (June 30) from
the northern peninsula of Michigsn, and also to view inter-
esting sites in Wisconsin, Contact Miss Scholz immediately
if you think you may be interested in this bus trip (leav-

ing Milwaukee June 28). If you .are goipg to the convention,

it is recommended that you registér as soon as possible.
Limited reservations in the dormitories on-the campus of
the University of Wisconsin are available. The overflow
will stay at hotels and motels. " Send one dollar registra-
tion fee plus a deposit of four dollars for accomodations
in the dormitories to Mrs. Harold B. Porterfield, 100l
University Bay Drive, Madison 5, Wisconsin,

A FORT BELVOQIR, VIRGINIA, PLANETARIUM_triP will be
made Thursday, March 11, The only information the Plan-
etarium can give us is that the program will not in-
clude "A TRIP TO MARS," the subject of our October
visit, Co ‘ S L

We reed to kmow who needs transportation:and who
will furnish cars. The Planetarium has asked that we .-
give them an estimate of the number who will attend..
Please give us this information at the Saturday, March
6, meeting, or telephone Thelma .Cressy, HO 2-2993.

Cars will assemble at the Department of Commerce Build—
ing at 6230 pe m. Take Route 1 through Alexandria to
Ft. Belvoir (abeut 15 miles). A% Ft. Belvoir turn left
and enter gate. Continue siraight ahead on Belvoir
Road about two miles to end of parade grounds where .
cannon are on leff, Make a right turn into 2lst street.
Planetarium is second or. third building on left,

Now 21h ; : ) :
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MARCH DISCUSSION GROUP will follow last year's prece-
dent and include an afterncon session from 2:30 to 5.and
an evening session from 7:30 on. There will be the.
features which were so popular last year: discussion of
telescope making and telescope accessories and general
problems in photography and optiecs. However, the out-
standing feature this year will be something new — a
sesgion on eclipses. Different things: which amateurs -
can do and the types of equipment necessary to carry
out the various kinds of specialized observations which
amatenrs can handle will be discussed. ‘This particular
session is timely in view of the NCA'lers who will be
making the trip to view the total eclipse of the:sun in
Michigan this June. . The March Discussién Group will -
originate entirely with Washington, tut Horfollk, Rich-.
mond, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia have been invited to
attend. - .. -, ‘ - - e

THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT-at the February meeting Ikmow
that a motion was adopted to subscribe on a group basisg
to SKY AND TELESCOFE beginning with the September 195h
issue. The contract with the Sky Publishing Corporation
specifes that all regular members.must subseribe; and -
that junior and life members may subscribe in.accordance.
with an adopted procedure. Thus, beginning with the
19541955, fiseal year of the NCA dues will be $5 for
regular wembers, and $2 of this amount will pay for
your subscription. A copy of the revised By-laws will -
be sent to every member. - : '

LIEUT. COL, FRANCIS P. WELLS, RET., passed away in & -
Florida on February 7». His body was brought back to
Washington and he was' accorded a full military funeral
in Arlington.National Cemetery, Col, Wells (to every-
one in NCA he was Dr. Wells) joined the NCA in 1949, -
He was very much interested in the technical end of ..
astronomy and he tsughi the NCA astronomy -eourse for -
two years. He was the very gaod friend of many NCAters
who will remember for a long time his ability to reach -
in his pocket on any occasion, pull out a piece of
string with attachments, and demonstrate some point in
astronomy. i
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AT THE MARCH MEETING TWQO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to the
By-laws of the Astronomlcal Teague will be presented
for vote,

~

The first of these amendments proposes adding three
classes of membership to those now contained in these
By-laws. The present classes.of membership are: re-
gular society membership, junior society membership,
and membership-at-large. It is proposed to add:

Affiliate: To permit the national observing
societies (4AVSO, ALPO, etc.) to become affi-
liated with the ILeague, thus effecting closer
cooperation than is possible under the present
arrangement.

Pairon: To provide individuals or societies with

‘a means by which they can contribute to the
financial benefit of the League, if they so
desire. _ .

Supporting: To pemmit commércial corporations a
type of membership which will benefit them and
also supplement Ieague income.

It has been apparent to the League Council that
it is restricted in the services that may be provided
to members by the limited funds at their disposal.
It seems impractical to increase the dues of member
soclieties, many of which could not afford to pay more.
They hope that by establlshlng patron and supperting
classes of membership more benefits can be provided.

The second amendment proposes a change in the
method of voting for Ieague officers in each anmial
convention. The change will permit those societies
with no delegates in attendance at a convention to
express their preferences in writing prior to the
convention by an absentee voting procedure. This is
expected to effect better representative opinion of
the members' wishes than the present method of voting.
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NEW MEMBERS

Robert M. Melellan, 2811 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Va. Olis 4-8822

Howard R. Willkorson, 2519 Maston Street, SllVer Spring,
Md. LO 5-2970

Selme Schmidt, 1925 16th Street,N.W., Washingtor 9, D.C.

Kay Hand, 1420 Chapin Street, N. W. AD U-Ug71

Aaron Goldberg, WH16 Colesville Road, University Pafk
Hyattsville, Md. UN 48766

*Henry H. Howe, Jr., 1313 N. Wayne Street, Arlington 1,
Ya. JA 2—6888 .

NEW ADDRESSES

Abraham Robinson, 7000 Ninth Street, N, W. (12)
Jean St. Thomas, 4008 Iawrence hvemue, Kensington, Md.
Dr. James Q. Gant, 4349 Klingle Road, Washington,
D. €. IM 3-071m
Mr. Jolm Imnd, 6117 h}rd Avenue, Hyattsville, Maryland
UN 4-8909

THE FOLLOWING USED BOOKS are for .zale on a first
come, first served, basis: Contact Irving Malitson
during the day at Ederson 2-LONO, Ext. LIHIT

ATOMS, STARS AND ‘NEBUIAE. GColdberg a.nd Aller, $1.50

EARTH, MOCN AND PLANETS. Whipple. 1.50
PRIMER FOR STARGAZERS. Nsely. 1.00
UNVEILING THE UNIVERSE. Wagner. 1.00

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE has been appointed by the
President. As required by the NCA by-laws, the Chalr-
man of this committee shall be a Trustees, whose term
is not expiring, and two members who are not officers
of the corporation, The Nominating Committee is as
follows: - Dana K. Law, Chairman; Paul Davis; Theima
Cressy.. Jhis cormittee will nominate .one or more
eligible candidates for each office and make its report
at the April meeting. '




