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SRR N NEW Iurﬂrm.ms
Ambleew, Mrg. Liarian.L.,.i201 16th St., N. ¥. HO 0576
Dworzan, Williem, 287 Audrey Iene, S. E. Apt. 104 (20)

10 3-3468 .. -
Weinstein, - n_nen, u203 16th Ste, N. W. TA 3190
*Fetter, David, 1240 N. Stuart Sty Arllngton, Vao

GL 3244
*Herrell, David Jo, 4820 Iowa Ave., N. W. (11) GE 5070
*Tunsford, Marjorie, 601 Park Road, N.¥. (10) TA 0339
*Peid, Jemes Se, 11-819 North Capital St., (11) GE 1383
*Salms, G-ladys, 1+236 8th Sts, N. .We (I1). T4, 7954

7., nECENT ASPRONOMICAT LROTEES miRE
A number of KGA'ers attended. the: follow:m . The Second

" Anpual.ingelo: Secchm. Lecture ‘of the Georgetown Un1vers1ty

Graduate :School, Department of Astronomy, on "RADIO .
TREQUENCY RATIATION FROM THE SUN," given by Dr. John N
Hagen, 8 q- Naval Research .Iaboratory; ‘and. these talks

given-at the meeting of -the National Academy of Sciences

in Washington in April -- “PALOMAR OBSERVATORY, " by .Dr.
Ira 8. Bowen, Director of Palomar and Mount Wilson;
P¥s - Struve, WCAPELLA, THE ANCHOR OF EDDINGTONW'S HASS-
TWHINOSITY RELATION Tm" ‘Dr. Kuiper, - "EVALUATION OF
PROTOPLANETS % ahd Dr. Nicholson, “I”ULTIPIE BEGURBEI\'IT
GEOMGNETIC AC"‘IVITY.“. . o

ASTH@NONICAI. OBSERVATIONS Iy ITALY w111 be the sub—
ject matter of a book soon o -be published by -the !
Italian Ministyry cf Education. The book .also will .con-
tain ‘a report on the buildings, mseuns., - instruinents
and damages suffered in World War II ' o

NCA AIE\TUAL DI’\INER held Aprll 1%. at the ﬁennesaw
Cafe was-attended by thirty-odd IfCAters- and was a-
thorouglily exjoyable affair. Miss Heisey wrote and .
directéd an dstronomical skit which was put on without
previous ‘rehearsal. "“Both partlclpants a.nd. audlence
engoyed every m:mute of. 113. S -
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: . CATENDAR
May § "OPTICAL INSTRUMENTATION FOR GU IDED MISSILES,®

i,Dr. Dirk Reuyl, Chief, Optical Measurements

May 6
Sun

‘Branch, Ballistic Research Laboratories.

8:15 p. m. Commerce Audltormm. Also election

of officers.

"EXPLORING THE SKY," Na.tlonal Capital Parks
Cuting,

1951

TFort Reno Park, Ylst Street and Chesa—

peake, 'N. W. 7:30 to 9130 pe. m. With Bob Wright.

Telescopes wanted! {Cloudy weather at 7:00

. cancels outing.)

May
7-10

May 9
Wedq

May 11
Frj._ .

Sat.

May 13
Sun.

Lunar Meteoric Phencidienon Observation Dates
Observing at the NCA 5" with Jim Crowell.

AAVSO Convention Schedule May 11~13
(See additional information inside)

Afternoon. Reglstratlon in Copley I.ounge.
8:00 p. m, Po m,.Lecture in Copley Lounge by Dr.
John S. Hall of the Naval Ubservatory on

"EFFECTS ‘OF SCINTILLATION OF STARS.™ Visit

. to Georgetown Observatory following lecture.

May .12 ]
-graph on front steps of Copley Hzll, Dinner

Morning. Business session and papers. FPhoto-

in Meguire Dining Room.

Afternoon. Session for papers. Buffet supper
on Ubservatory Lawn.

Zvening. Visit to Naval Observatory.

Morning. Free for sightseeing or a trip to
the Radio Propagatlon Laboratory, Sterling

-, Bield Station, National Bureau of Standards.

Af ternoon. Trip to U. S Naval Research Lab-
oratory, laboratory tour beginning 1:00 p. m.
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May 16 Observation N:.ght Naval Obser'va‘bory.
Wed. (Passes must be requested in advance.)

May® 19 ASTBONOHICAL BEOBBY SHOW AND PICNIC SUPPER.
Sat. Part1c1pat1ng socigties, Richmond, Yorfoll,
and Washington. Exhibvition beginning at
1 p. me in Commerce Foyer. Informal program
_starting at. 4300 p. ms in picnic grove FaUt. -
neaxr 16th and Kemnedy Streets in Rock Creek
Park, wea.ther perm:.ttlng, 6r at Mrs. Norris!
home, 2204 Wyoming Avenue, N. W., in the re-
creation room. Mabel Sterns’, Chairman.
(See flyer for a,ddltmnal details.)

May 23 O'bserv:.ng__at_.ﬁhe _NCA _5" Open house,
Wed. Naval Observatory.

May 26 Junior NCA Heeting, Science ‘dervicé Center.
Sat. ’ Tl :
June = June STAR IUST will .give the details on the -

“American Astronomical Society meeting at
the National Purean of Standards.

Tuesdays and Fridays, 7-10 ‘Pollo Teles’copé Making
Class, Roosevelt High School, Room 319, 13th and

Upshur, Y. W. Miss Irene Warthen, Instructor. Tele~ -

phoné IO 5-123'{, Migs Warthen is present Fridays. .

G IDED MISSILES is -a rapidly developing field of
scientific research, combining the principles of
mathematics, physics, and astronomy. Dr. Dirk Reuyl,
May spesker, w111 talk on optical instrumentation
developed for full-scale free~flight measurements of
guided missiles, He will attempt to show how astro-
nomical methods of measurement and instrumental
techniques have influenced methods as well as instru-
ment design in the present work.

WANTED: Volunteers for the WAIK-NIGS to be held
on July 10 and August 21. Duties will be some com~
mentary, pointing out constellations, and expediting
telescopes. Call Ted Jones, DE 3171,
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chairman Teo Scott®
reported the following slate nominated for the year
1951-1952. Further nommat:.ons may be made from the
floor at the May meeting. Pres1d.ent Hre Ed.ward. Hy
Jones; Vice-President, Mr, Hoy J. Walls; Secreta_;'y,
Mise Louise Horton;.Treasurer, Mrs. Jone Alston; -
Trustee, Mr. James D. Crowell. ' ’

. DR. EMBERT A. LELACHEUR in his lecture on April 7
set. forth the contrasting theories of ‘tides held: by .
the British and,the-Americans. The British tend'to
£0 along with Fhewell on the progressﬁre wave theory
which holds that tides originate in the southern
ccean and spread westward and northward sround the

“world. The Harris theory of the Americans is that

tides do.not constitute a world but a lecal phenom—
enon of ‘any given region due prlmarllv tc the sta-~
tiondry wave oscillation of that region set up and
maintained by the perlodlc tidal forces of the sun -
and ‘moon. The Amer:.can theory more neéarly ‘concurs
with obser\rat:l.onal data.. N

MR THOMAS P;. HENRY, Science Editor of the Evehing
Star, led a Discussion Group of 23 persons April-2l.
His subgect was "Thé Place of Astronomy in HNewspaper
Writing.". He mentioned the style of sciéntific re-

.porting most likely to have popular appeal the astro-
.nomical stories of the year arcusing most popular

interest, and the relative standing in interest of

. medicine, astronomy, and physics. The great popular®
appeal of astronomy is due to its mystery and sublim-

ity, he feels. There hag been great popular interest
in the flying saucer and worlds-in-c¢ollision ideas. .
He pointed out however that there may be a real Dasis
for ocur preoccupation with such fantastic concepts
as these, because there exist truly fantastic un-
solved mysteries. As one of the top physicists told

"him only a couple of days before, none of the offi-.

cial explanations of the flying saticers explained all
the phenomena observed; and a great oceanographer
stated recently that there is strong evidence that at

sonte time in the earth's past 11:5 water supply doubled
suddenly. -
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NEWS RELEASES on AMNUIAR ECLIPSE CONVENTION,
Labor Day, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, grow more
exciting. Read all about the convention in the
LEAGUZ BULLETIN accompenying this issue of STAR
DUST. You never see Bob Wright, Mabel Sterns, and
Grace Scholz these days without their heads together
convention planning.

AAVSO CONVENTION STORY

Convent.lon Chelman is Father HeJden. ‘Convention
site is Georgetown University, 37 and O Streets, W.W.
Take ‘the No. 20 trolley or the P Street.bus line.
Registration takes place on Friday afternoon, May 11.
NCA'ers who are also AAVSQ members should register as
members, - Other NCAlers register as guests, Let Father
Heyden kanow by postal card as far in advance as. possible
if you wish reservations made for the dinner and buffet
supper (price $2.50) and if you plan to go to the
Sterling Field Station, or the Naval Research ILaboratory,
or both, and your transportation needs. State whether
or not you are an American citizen. HNoncibtizens will
need special permits to enter the Iaboratory. Dr. Joln
P, Hagenof of the Radio Astronomy Section of the Naval
Research Laboratory has invited the group to see the
new fifty foot parabolic reflector for radioc observa~
tions of the sun and stars.

There is a need to furnish transportation to
AAVSO visitors and others making these trips. It
is urged that all NCA members who possibly can take
cars and passengers on these trips., The AAVSO is
depending on us. The only other assistance expected
of NCA is with registration. The following NCA
members comprise the committze to assist: Artimr
Wubnig, Chairman, Dana Law, Fettie Mansker, Janet
Perkins, Irene Warthen, Robert Greene, Donald Mil-
ler, I*abel Sterns, Grady Whitney, Edward Jenkins,
and Richerd McCabe. ALL NCA'ERS are requested to
help provide transportation, if they can, however.
Contact Father Heyden DE 5356.
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LYL® JOONSON REPORTIWG ON IUNAR METEQRIC phenomena
observation program: "In the November and January
issues of STAR DUST I reguested observations of the
dark hemisphere of the crescent moon to detesct
pessible lunar meteoric phenomena. The moon must
oceasionally be struck by meteors which are large
enough to be seen through a telescope. If the moon
had a thin atmosphere they usvally would be seen as
moving bright specks but sometimes, also as impact
flares., A lunar atmosphére with a density of 1/100,000
to 1/1,000,000 that at the Earth's surface would be
dense encugh to show meteor trails yet would be too
tenuous to be detected in any other way. The ALPO
hag data on a number of such objecis seen by various
observers but simultaneous obssrvations by two or
more persons are needed to get concluswe proof that
they actually are l'u.nar meteors, -

. "in January, March, and Aprll I spent a. total of
ten hours watching the dark side of the moon and sus-
pected several very faint flashes but .could not be
positive they were real. Another observer might
have confirmed some of these but apparently mno one
else was observing., Now that the weather is more
conducive to observing I hope zome of you will Jjoin
me in this program on the fellowing dates: HMay 7-10,
June 7-9, July 7-8, and Xagust 6-7. The Tirst night
of each series is most favorable but observing must
start as soon as it gets dark. The moon sets much
later on the last night of each series so there is
more time to observe but the increased light of the
moon is a handieap. I will be glad to furnish more
information to anyone interested in this program."
It is hoped several WCA'lers will get started on this’
observation program as Iyls wishes. It is Just too
bad that there were no simultaneous observations
made of this ten~hour period he put in.

BOB WRIGHT IS OCCUPYING HIS WEW HOUSE NOwi!l
The last stick of furniture, radio equipment, znd
astronomical paraphernalia has been moved. Con~
gratulations, Bob 1}




