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LYLE Tod OI-E‘!SON o IUNAR METECR - OBSERVING- 'PROGRAM

In November ST.AR DUST I' requested observatlons .of the
crescent. moon. to detect any impact flares; that ‘might be
visible in the dark hem:-.sphere. .If ‘any. I\TGA mémbers lave
attempted this observational program I should like %o
have  their da‘ba.. I observed for 38 minutés on November
12, 100 minutes on November 14, and 114 minutes on Decem-
ber 13. Except for a momentary faint fladh which I only
suspected on November 14 my searches were; fruitless.. I
did see two terrestrial telescopic meteoré. Favorable
dates in. -coming months will be January 9»~12 February
7-10, March 9-12, and April & ll.: Observations should
be begun ag soon as it gets dark, especia.lly on the
first: two nighis.of each serles When ‘the noon. sets early.

Tt ig best.if.bhe -two observers -can work {;Ogether, tak:.ng‘

turns at the eyen:l.ece.._ A person working aldné should”
take-an. occaslcnal break to avoid, fatlguea “As the main
obj ectwe ‘of this. program. is s1multaneous gbservation of
phenomena all observers should take their breaks at the
same . time. . T take . fiye mimltes off beglnning on the’
honx” a.nd balf hour and others working alope. should do
the same. ~Thig’ ‘orogram regulres patlence"as goveral -

hours at the éyepiéce may be netessary before anything
1s seen 'but I hope seme NGA observers wﬁl part1c1pa=be.

- —=Lyle T J'ohnson a
* NEW I'EIX'IBERS

Brabham M'.LSS Ellen Iy 3936 Morrlson St. N We (15)
EM 7006

Gowdy, Herbert Bugene, U.S. Naval Rece:.vmg Station,
Clo B.I.Ca (25)

*Milburn, AXfred B., Jr., 102 Mankin Walk,. " Palls Church.

*Motes, Gesse, H., 1610 N. Taylor St., Arlingtoh, Va.

Those who didn't attend BOB WRIGHT'S PICNIC missed
the boat. There were several telescopés, a lighted
Christmas tree, and lots of fun. MRS. NORRIS' ' DIS-
CUSSION GROUP developed into a round table’ on ‘general’
astronomy whlch kept the -participants’ talklng unt:l.l

eleven o'clock.
****************************
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TANUARY GALENDKR Ejf“'f???' o

Jan. 2 Tue. Astronomy Classl) Sc:.ence Service, <8°OO
FP. M. Dr- Welle J‘:un ’Cra:nroft. O
Jah, 3 Wed. Observ:.ng at trhe I\TCA 5“ oA Naval O‘b-
‘ servatory: Grounds. - (If i% rains will:.

‘be on Jarma;ry 10 ) -Jim Crowell.

Jan. 6 Sat. "THE‘r MEASUREMENT OF SOLAR B.A.DI"!LTION AT
RADLO WAVELENGTHS DURING THE TOTAL ... .
:SOLAR ECLIPSE OF 12 SERPTEMBER 1950 I
-+ Dyt "John P, ‘Higen,."8: 15 P.-M. 2T
":Uommerce Audltor:r.um A PP
Jan. 17 Wed. “Observation- DT:L"ght Na:v&l ‘Ubdervatory,
7:00 P. M. (Passes mist be. requ,ested.
in advance.).’ Also. _Obsnrvlng a’t the
~ NCA 5" w1th Jim Crowell’. ’

Jan.. 20 Sat. “PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF ASTRO-
“ NOMICAL RESEA.R(}H " Discussion- uroup, :
8:15 Department of - Commerde - Fayer,
Dr. Glen H, Draper, Nautical Almanac
Office, ,author of *What Is Truth?®,
dlscuss:.on lead.er. SRR R

Jan. 23 Tue. Astronomy Gla.ss.- N

Jan, 24 Wed. Observation nght l\Taval {)bservatory.

Jan, 27 Sat, Junior NCX- Meet‘lng, Sc:.en::.e Sew:.ce

: Center._ - ST s e o
Every Tuesday and Friday, 7—10 P M.’TéiésﬁbpejMakiﬁg“”
(lass, Roosevelt High School, Room 313, ‘1%th @& Upshur, -
N. W Miss Irene Warthen, Instructor. Telephone
LOckwood H-1237. Note: Miss Warthen will be present
oxly on Tuesdays,
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DR. JOHN F. HLGEN, whe s_peaks O - "The Measurement of
Solar Radiation at Radio Wavelengths During theu:Total-:
Eclipse of 12 September 1950" was the head of the expe—-
dition which made the observations. Other scientists
from the Naval Zesearch ILaboratory and the National
Bureau of Standards accompanied Dr. Hagen. Grote Rebep -
was one of these. Drs Hagen will discuss the prelim-
inary results of the analysis of the eclipse observations

as they affect our knowledge of temperature gradients im--

the suh's atmosphere and will show moving pictures and
slides of- the radic and optical equl‘pment used. and of
the Attu, Alagkd) ‘eclipse locatlon.

. CORRECTIONY b-L- N

It is to be hoped that STAR DUST'S astronomy ig more
accurate than its anatomy. It wasn't my rid that was
broken, ds reported 111 the preced:mg 1ssue, but my head!

01d Man Cilley;" 'bless h:l.s breeches

Busted his head and had several, stltches. Teanh

CTher 9 ma'ke a fins job’ f:t.ner, e
i ‘En&ed up *w:.“bh a great blg SKIN"_ETR’

- :Boyi What a black eye‘ i
(Bu.t 1t wasn‘t a rJ.'b 3
L Ll _-—-—-Morgan G:Llley

NIGHT SKY T’.ADIATIONb FROM “THE U?PER ATMOSPHEBE
E. D Eul'burﬁ Navai Research Laboratory

ABSTR&C‘“
A survey. About 5/6 of the night sly. Juminosity
ig due to radiations from the gases of the upper atmos-

phere and 1/6 is, due to the stars. Present spectra of «~

the gaseous glow show lines due to atomic oxygen and to
molecular oxygen and nitrogen, with traces of hydrogen
and sodium; many lines remain unidentified. The alti-
tude from which the flow comes is about 80 to 300 km

but is net well determined. The brlghtnes:a is about the '

same in all latitudes. thus far observed, -1'{0‘ to -,l6'[n
when there is no aurora.
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gt onaai s THIS MONTH'S VIGNETTE .

Lepk: around’ you at the mext NGA mee’cmg, gee if you
c;an find a t2ll man who has white hair, ‘wears glasses
and a "beat-up" brown beret--(not- :m@oors)_. ‘That's our

past.-president and new trustee, Teo W. Scoft—man of
many talents.:; Hels originally from: upstate Tew York-

E'-\ H

-has taught.math, chemistry, and phys:i.es and ‘once was

Director of -2 Junior Collegs «: no Les@il~ Right now, he's
bringing home the bacon via the Optical Thstriment Sec~
tion. of..the Bureau -of -Standards.: ’Then~yotr- reporter
:anu:.red details, she was treated. toia raived ‘syebrow
and an. expressive.shryg..: We lknaw his!work’ mugt ‘beé some—
thing terriby important: te:youw. kmow: whati-: He Wil tell

. you all.about the eclipse.observed imi Brazil! in ‘1&7 at
~ the .drop of. a hat-—or.without droppig a hatl” ‘He had a

wonderful tme with! the National™ G—eographw Expedltlon
on that trip, Besides hi&: ihtePeEtvin astronomy, ‘he g.
operates his own.ham padiol statlon--i’i’EO%I tyiog thls 111
with -his work as’a membér<of “thé Flrstjﬁid Qorps of the
Disaster Servicesof-"th& ‘Red* Cmss' i
hasn't a thing to dd; “he’ Tdd Y reg‘u
each month, operatlng Energency Statl v
work #s Secretary of -the Conduit “Road “Fite Board.- In
between times you can find him crawling around in damp
dark holes in the ground ' pr .camping out with all the
Scotts. Which reminds me-~I%ls Hard for a man to have
all these dlver31f16d hobbies without g, mighty: under~
standing person in the background. Ieo has onme he
hauled up on the end of a.rope back in.the Potomac
Trail Club days, name of Gulnevere-—a:ad. thr;ae. little
Scotis trail along.nows-Martha; 7, who, réises:hamsters,
Philip, 5, and Marga;ret who is. 3——-a grand family for an
outstanding member of the National Capltal Astronomers.
--Bertha Hls- Roﬁ“bart

MR. WAI.TER ‘H. HAAS, dlrector of thq Assoclatlon of
Tunar and. Planetar,,r ObserVers vas tHE guest of - J’ohn
Ienkford and others with astronomlca.l 1nterests recently
as he passed- through Washington en rodts” :“L‘rom Wh:.te
Sands to Aberdeen Proving Grounds. ., , ,

"SOME STUDIES IN THE MIIKY Wiy, " Was the su.ba;ect of
the Colloguium of Waval O‘bservatory s Mrs. Simone D.
Gossner at Georgetown (bservatory on December 12,




