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"Photographic Giants of Palomar,® J. S. Fassero and
R. W. Porter., Westernlore Press, Los Angeles. 19U7,
60 pp., 30 illus., gitx1iv. $1.60, This book contains
18 drawings of the 200-inch telescope and its various
parts, There are also two drawings of the U8-inch
Schmidt, a close-up of Porter with an 8-inch Sclmidt,
and a number of excellent astronomical photographs.
All illustrations are full-page and have from one para-
graph to a full page of description. All are suitable
for framing. Simple language is used throughout.

4 person who is interested in telescopes could spend
hours studying these drawings and figuring out the pur-
. pose and method of operation of each part. One wonders
how an artist could have made such detailed cut-away
drawings, in perflect perspective, before the telescope
was completed. ~--Iyle T. Johnson

QUCRUM SET AT ONE-FOURTH the total number of regular
members in good standing, by new amendment to by-laws.
Heretofore only 15 were required and vote was carried
by simple majority, which made it possible for eight
persons to commit the entire society.

OCGULTATIONS

 Morgan Cilley and Edgar W. Woolard -

Feb. . Star ‘Magnitude Time EST . Hour Angle
15 oL 6.8 gr3l FM - koW
16 34 6.9  1l:24 PM 6 W
18 714 © 6.2 " 9:17 B 2% W
19 869 7.2 9:13 BM 13 W
21 . 1211 6.2 11:55 PM 2w

411 occur on the dark edge.

: NEW MEMBERS
- Roy W. Loan, Jr., 1916 Calvert Street N.W. (9) AD-Lolk
Herbert B. Alvord, 4703 Hunt Avenue, Chevy Chase, Md.,
Wisconsin 6575 ‘ o '
*Donald Leroy Miller, 4314 10th St. N.E. (17) MI-3330
Grote Reber, P.0. Box 4868, Cleveland Park Station.
Woodley 6900, Ext, 9B
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Date : FEBRUARY EVENTS
7 "Bolar and Radio Storms," A. H. Shapley of the
Bureau of Standards. £:00 p.m, Fational Museum,

12 B-inch night, & p.m, NCA telescope at Naval Ob-
servatory, with Carroll Slemaker. If cloudy at
7 pPem., postpone until February 28,

1% Junior night at the §-inch. Carl Werntz..

21  Discussion group, 8 p.m, foyer of Commerce De-
partment Auditorium, iYth S$t, N.W. Bob Wright,

Mondays ) Télesco?e making, Re. M. Mclellan, instruc-

Wednesdays) . tor, 6:30 to 9:51 pem, roem 235, McKinley

Thursdays ) High School. Check on Feb, 12 and 23.

""SOLAR AND RADIO STORMSY™ will be the topic of A. H,
Shapley, Physicist, Bureau of Standards. Disruption
to shortwave radio communication, a practical problem
to the radio engineer, is often associated with out-
bursts on the sun, Typical solar eruptions are illus-
trated in the motion.picture £ilm to be shown, "Explo-
sions on the Sun." One eruption is as large as the
sun itself, Consecutive observations of the amount of
ilonization in the earth's upper atmosphere, shown as a
motion picture, give a vivid picture of radio storms,
since the radio waves used in-long distance commumica-~
tion are reflected from these ionized regions. Some
methods of forecasting radio storms from solar obser-
vations:are discussed,

H-INCH NIGHT had its first foreclosure by clouds

Jan., 21lst, The next is scheduled February 12 to see
Mars, Saturn, Uranus. If the sky is cloudy at 7 p.m,,

observation will be pestponed until the 28th at & p.m.




o

JUNfOR WIGHT was favored by better skies, Next one

will be February 14 at & pem.

DISCUSSION GROUF drew an attendance of 27 to hear
Mr. Benfer discuss the method of coating lenses, illus-
trated with photographs, and to see the spectroscope

he built. He alsc had slides he had taken in various
lights, the lights themselves, and a projector, grat-
ings, etc, Unusually good. -Next discussion Feb. 21.

TWENTY NCAs risked the weather to enjoy the dimner
in Silver Spring on Jamuary 20. The treat’'of the even-
ing was the moving picture of the Windhams' auto trip
last summer along the St. lawrence and vicinity. Also
he showed s sound film, “imericas the Beautiful," of
scenlc wonders throughout the country.

AT MEETING OF- lRUSTEES AND OFFIGERS January 13, i
was decided taat if a junior member needs to use the
F-inch telescope in connection with a definite project,
he may submit his request in writing to Mr. Lyons, out-
lining his program and period of time, - Each request;
and character of the junior will be considered and if
approved, he will be allowed-access to the key. This
special arrangement may be - termlnated at any tlme.

THE )4 INCH REFRACIOR discussed at the December meet-
ing has been purchased .by ir. Samuel-Young, N.C.Ai, He
reports that it is a fine instrument, -and” has gener- -
ously offered to let: the society use it upon occa31on
or even buy it at- the price he pa1d -

. ASTROHOMERS WANTED by‘Naval Observatory.' Young ‘men,
high school graduates with:driver's license; interested
in-astronomy, to take temporary jobs, probably»for one
year. Vork will be in the field within 150 miles.of -
D.C. taking observations for use in selecting future
site of Observatory. Salary, approximately $1800 base
pay plus $6 per diem., Apply to the Observatory. .-

-nicus and his achlevements
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Z00KS
COPIES OF “I'HE OBSERVER!'S HAWDBOOE for 19h8“ pub-
lished by the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
were eagerly sought at the last meeting. Mr. Roblnson
now has a, few more for the nominal sum of 25¢, '

"Astronomy," Freeman D. M111er Bellman Publ1sh1ng
Coe, Boston, 1947, 32 PPe $.75. This little booklet is
No. 72 of a series of Vocational and Professional. Mbno—
graphs, and is writtem by an Associate Professor of
Astronomy ab.the University of Michigan...After a short
sketch of :-the development and content of the field, a
number of aspects of astronomy as a profession are out-
lined. These imclude: the nature and organigzation of
the astronomer's work; employment opportunities: per-
sonal qualifications and training; organizations and.
publications; and advantages and disadvantages of an
astronomlcal career. —~~R. J. Hinckley PR :

“Sun “Stand Thou Stlll* the Llfe and Wbrk of ‘Coper—
nicus the Astronomer," Angus Armitage; Henry Schuman,
pub,, New York, 19u7, 210 pp. $3.00. The authér (F.R..
A.8.) is Lecturer in the Department of History and Phi-
losophy of Science at Un1vers1ty College, London., He
frankly terms it "a soméwhat’ experimental book," in~
tended not only to présent an adequate account of Coperh
but to serve as a broad
introduction to astronomlcal history. The text is
written in extremely ‘simple style and organized in
very short chapters.“ The first twelve chapters com-
prising Part I sketeh the development and status of .
astronomy before Copernicus. The twenty-one chapters
of Part II deal with the Man and his Work, They pre-
sent the known details of hlS life and activities, and
describe the basie. 1deas in his. hlstorlc Work "De -
Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestiums" The. last twelve
chapters of Part II1l are headed, "The Triumph of- the
Copernlcum Theory." This section describes the scien—
tific impact of the Copernican system in the century
following publication and the stages in its establish-
ment down to the age of Newton, ---R. J. Hinckley




