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- WEW SUPERINTENDENT OF NAVATL OBSERVATORY is Captain
Guy Clark who succeeded Captain Wentworth on September
1st, Captain Clark is not a newcomer tosthe Observa-
tory, having been Depuby Superintendent there for more
than a year. Captain E. E. Duvall is now Deputy Super-
jntendent. Captain Wentworth left %o teach mathematics
at Lehigh University. He is highly esteemed by each
member of the staff and will be widely missed.

NTHE BOOK OF THE STARS" by Louis Sutherland, 1944,
is obtainable at ths Public Library.

SEND SNAPSHQTS OF YOUR TELESCOFES to G. R. Wright
for projection on the screen.- A short description
of original features would be interesting.

DETROIT CONVENTION AND WATIONAL BY-LAWS, #r. Skirm
reported on the convention, and asked that a committee
consider the draft of the national organization., The

president said that an executive meeting would be called

to discuss that and other important matters, bub as the
bulletin goes to press, no date has been set.

1947 ECLIPSE OBSERVERS will try to obtain photo-
graphs of tle corona in black and white and in color,
photographs showing the polarization of coronal light,
and spectrograms of the flash spectrum and of the
corona, They will measure variation in brightness of
the sun's crescent, and time of contacts, and apparent
displacement of the stars in order to test the Fin~
stein theory of relativity.

Radio observations will be made of the changes in
the jonized layers of the earth!'s atmosphere. Temper~
ature of the corona near the limb of the sun will be
studied, as will the distribution of daylight intensity
at various altitudes during the eclipse. 4 number of
new instruments and new techniques are being worked
out for use in the observations.
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Mabel Sterns, Editor, 2517 X St. N.W. (7) Di. 9lhe2
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DAFES TO REMEMBER

Oct. 5 "linkage Systems in Three Dimensions" by
Michzel Goldberg of the Navel Ordnance Lab-
oratory. & p.m. at Commerce Auditorium.

Oct, 12 Variable star group, Morgan Cilley, leader,
g p.m., at Naval Observatory, rain or shine.
Show your membership card at the gate.

Oct. 19 Discussion group, 8 Peo., foyer of Commerce
Aaditorium, Morgan Cilley, Chairnan,

Oct. 26 Visit to Georgetown Observatory. Meet 7:U45
p.m. at steps of the University, opposite
the statue in a circle, 37th and O Sts. H.W.

COMMERCE AUDITORIUM, 1lth Street N.¥. between
Constitution Avenue and D Street, won the approval of
those who attended the Sepiember meeting, so hence-
forth our lectures will be given there.

TYENTY-FIVE PERSONS ATTENDED THE VARIASLE STAR
gession. Mr. Cilley began by instruecting them in
the use of the telescope and how to read She positions
of stars. Ground work will be contimied on Oct, 12.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS must be shown at the gate of the
Naval Observatory. Visitors may accompahy members.

A SIMILAR NUMBER met for discussion September 2lst
and selecied Duncan's "Astronomy" for study although
gome preferred to remain auditors. 4 gquestion box was
started (no astronomical questions too trivial). It
was also decided to allocate part of the time to con-
stellation study, Mr. Cilley will direct the group
in so far as his time allows,.
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'ELEMENTARY ASTRONCMY CLASS to be taught by Father
Heyden at Georgetown Observatory begianing September
30, As reported at the discussion group, it will
probably be held two nights & week, 1z hours each,
and be open to both men and women who have some kmnowl-
edge of mathematics.

"TSOME QUESTIONS APPERTAINING TO ATOMIC POWER" was
the title of z most informative iecture by Dr., Paul
R, Heyl on September 7th in the Commerce Auditorium,
Dr. Heyl considered it proper at this time, omititing
all mention of military applications, to consider the
prospective use of the energy evolved by the fissioned
atom as the motivating force in transportabtion and
mamafacture.

Beginning with the computation of the diameter of
the molecule by Young in 1805, Dr. Heyl traced the
development of chemistry up to the splitting of the
atom by Rutherford in 1919 and discussed the applica-
tion of chemical and physical theories to astronomical
thinking, especially the efforts to explain the source
of heat of the sun. These efforts produced nothing
but unienable hypotheses until the announcement by
Einstein in 1905 of the formula for the conversion of
mass into energy, E = me?, in which "e¥ is the velocity
of light. This conversion explains at once the source
of atomic energy and the contimied evolutiorn of heat by
the sun.

The employm®nt of atomic power entails certain dif-
ficulties of a practical nature. It is Dr. Heyl's
view that these can be overcome, but that the present
apparent availability of uranium ores does not warrant
a prediction that coal and petroleum will be replaced.
It now seems that the use of atomic power may be limit-
ed to those uses where weight and space are tremendously
vital and paramount to cost and availability of raw
materials, —~—George L. Skirm, Sr,
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Todd, Frank E., 4613 Knox Road, College Park, Md, Tel:
Warfield 1961,

Wagner, Marion F., 1828 Park Road N¥.W. (10) Co. 8327.

Warthen, Irene, 626 Silver Spring Ave., Silver Spring,
Md. Shepherd ghry,

Watkins, Howard B., 3022 Wisconsin Ave., (16) Or. 0382,

Werntz, Carl W., 620 Nicholson St, N.W. {11) Ge. 7971.

Willis, Philip A,, 2912 Fort Baker Drive S.E. (20)
Tel: Trinidad 2586, . '

Windham, Geraldine, 4885 Edgemoor Tane, Bethesda, Md.

Windham, Mr, and Mrs, Ray K., 4885 Edgemoor Lane,
Bethesdh 14, Md, Tel: Wisconsin 6342,

Woolard, Dr. Edgar W., 1232 30th St. N.W. (7) Mi. 8287.

Wright, G. R., 9922 Lorain Ave., Silver Spring, Md.

OFFICERS TRUSTEES
Leo W. Scott, Pres. Leo W. Scott
Ray K. Windham, V. Pres, Dr, Edgar W. Woolard
Bugene Hemning, Treas. Mrs. Blanche Windham
Lloyd North, Sec. Clarence Herreshoff
U. 5. Lyons
COMMITTERS
Publicity — Grace Scholz, Mrs. Olga Moncure, Dorothy
Harris,
Membership ~ Benjamin King, George L. Skirm, Eugene
Henning,
Entertainment and Activities: G. R. Wright.
Observation: Morgan Cilley.
Telescope Making: Arthur DeVany in absentia.
Pablications: Will you velunteer?

TREASURER'S REPCORT shows we starfed last year with
$272.03, income amounted to $197.42, disbursements

~ $200,46, leaving a balance of $268. 99 on August 31,

1946,

PERSCHALS. The secretary, Mr. Lloyd Forth, and
Mrs. Mary Adams were married September 2lst., Mr, De
Vany left Washington about the middle of September
for the west coast,
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